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Searchlight was founded in May 1964 as 
an intelligence-led newspaper and press 
agency. It is Searchlight's strength and 
experience at gathering and analysing 
intelligence that has ensured its leading 
role in effectively fighting fascism and 
organised racism for nearly 50 years. 

Its investigations of far-right extremism in 
Britain and abroad have resulted in dozens of 
convictions, notably the synagogue arsonists’ 
gang led by Colin Jordan, the British nazi 
godfather, Jordan himself for numerous 
charges and John Tyndall, founder of the 
British National Party, for firearms offences. 

Searchlight halted the plans to bomb 
the Notting Hill Carnival in the early 1980s 
in the wake of an international terrorism 
trial that encompassed Paris, Munich 
and Bologna. 

Dozens of smaller investigations by 
Searchlight helped put many right-wing 
extremists in prison. 

In spring 2011 Searchlight published a 
report commissioned by a minister in the 
outgoing Labour Government which 
investigated the issue of far-right “lone 
wolf" terrorism in the UK. It analysed 
nearly 40 cases of people who committed, 
prepared for or encouraged acts of 
terrorism, including many that Searchlight 
had helped expose, and concluded that far- 
right terrorists are not lone wolves but are 
connected with far-right networks that 
espouse a violent racist and fascist ideology. 

In October Gerry Gable returned to the job 
of editor, supported by Sonia Gable, whose 
investigation, analysis and exposure of the 
BNP's financial irregularities contributed to 
the collapse of the BNP’s voting and activist 
support. Both work unpaid. 

Over many years, Searchlight has helped 


make many of the better documentary 
programmes investigating the far right 
in Britain. 

In our December 2011 issue we broke 
the news that Jacques Verges, the 
“Devil's Advocate”, was to speak at 
London University and mobilised 
community organisations, the media and 
Parliamentarians in a successful campaign 
that resulted in him crying off. 

Today the magazine is run by a dedicated 
international team of investigators, writers, 
researchers and young academics. 

Searchlight has received support from 
people across the political spectrum, religious 
leaders, trade unionists, professionals, 
academics, and people from business, sport 
and culture, including some of Britain's best 
postwar playwrights and film-makers. 

Although the BNP is currently not an 
electoral threat, other extreme-right parties 
are vying to take its place and populist 
radicalism and Islamophobia are rising 
across Europe and further afield. This fluid 
situation makes it even more urgent that 
we turn our intelligence and analysis 
capabilities into a powerful weapon against 
those who aim to kill off our democratic 
and just society. 

To do that we need your support. 
Subscriptions to the magazine are not 
enough to keep the magazine — an 
important forum and focus of our 
intelligence work — in production as well 
as maintain our intelligence operation. 

We therefore hope our supporters will 
donate as much as they can to support 
Searchlight's ongoing and necessary work. 
All money raised from this appeal will 

go towards investigating and exposing 
Britain's fascists and racists. 


Séarchlight 


_In the front line agair m and fascism 


“| have read Searchlight for the 
past 24 years. | find its illumination 
of the issues essential to my work 
as an MEP." 
Glenys Kinnock, Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead (MEP 1994-2009) 


“Searchlight has done an enormously 
important job for the anti-racist and 
anti-fascist movement over a great 
many years. Trade unions must be in 
the forefront of facing the x." 
Brendan Barber, TUC 
General Secretary 


“Everyone who wants to 
understand contemporary racism 
and its historical background needs 
to read Searchlight.” 
Professor Colin Holmes, 
University of Sheffield 


“Your vision and courage in 
identifying the threat posed by 
extremism and your efforts over the 
decades to combat it are of 
profound importance.” 

Karen Pollock, Chief Executive, 
Holocaust Educational Trust 


You can give in two ways: 


e Using the donate button on 
our website, 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


e Sending a cheque, payable to 


Searchlight, to Searchlight 
magazine, PO Box 1576, 
Ilford 1G5 OHE 


Thank you from the 
Searchlight team. 


héleRenouf 
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THE MAGAZINE THEY 
COULDN'T BAN 


SINCE 1975 NO FASCIST no fascist has 
ever prevented Searchlight being 
published. Last month, threatened legal 
action from another source forced a 
delay. We cannot give further details, but 
rest assured it has not, and will not, stop 
us being published monthly in future. 
This is the genuine Searchlight, beware 
of imitations. 

Some other organisations have been 
damaged by infiltrators and are still being 
led by the nose up a path strewn with 
disinformation (see page 14). While we 
might not always see eye to eye with some 
organisations, the greater good of the 
antifascist movement must be paramount 
and we will help identify those individuals 
whose “support” is not what it seems. 


In the best tradition of Searchlight 


Searchlight is pleased to say that our 
campaign to stop Jacques Verges, the 
Devil's Advocate, from speaking at 
London University's School of Oriental 
and African Studies, just a week after 
Holocaust Memorial Day, was successful. 
At the last moment Vergés, who has 
made a legal career out of consorting 
with and defending Nazis, antisemites 
and terrorists, cried off with a diplomatic 
attack of bronchitis. Thank you to 
everyone who supported our call. 

We had mobilised the support of parts 
of the media, both national and local, a 
number of members of both Houses of 
Parliament, the Jewish community's 
defence organisation the CST, the Holocaust 
Educational Trust and students and 
members of the academic staff at SOAS. 

The Home Office played a silly game of 
refusing to give a clear response to 


journalists who asked whether the Home 
Secretary was considering banning 
Vergés's visit. Although the Commissioner 
of the Metropolitan Police discussed it 
with me, it appears that Theresa May 
failed to obtain a briefing document on 
the issue. In the best tradition of British 
Government she was able to dodge 
making a public decision and Verges, we 
understand, was quietly warned off. 

We think the final straw was the 
intelligence that came in from our sources 
inside the far right in London, who told 
us that the lona London Forum had 
suggested its followers might turn out in 
support of the old monster. If the 
meeting had gone ahead, there was a 
significant public order risk, despite 
increased security at SOAS, if the New 
Right lona supporters had clashed with 
the many antifascists who had obtained 
tickets for the event and would have 
spoken out. 

Why neither the Hope Not Hate 
campaign nor Unite Against Fascism 
made any official statement about the 
planned meeting is unclear both to us 
and to several individual supporters of 
these organisations. 

We have for many years shone the 
searchlight on visiting Nazis and racists, 
sometimes stopping them, other times — 
in the interests of security of our sources 
— just keep a watching brief and working 
out who is behind the steady stream of 
visits to the UK by some of the world's 
key Nazis, fascists, antisemites and 
racists. We have done this since 
Searchlight’'s formation in May 1964 and 
in terms of solid intelligence and analysis 
we still lead the way. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news, 
blogs by Searchlight editors and Ketlan Ossowski, 


reader comments 
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In the latest article in his ongoing analysis of New Right activists and ideology, 
Adam Carter profiles Adrian Davies. 


ADRIAN DAVIES who regularly 
attends, and often chairs, the New 
Right meetings is a successful and 
wealthy barrister who has devoted 
his intellectual energies and 
professional talents to further a 
number of right-wing causes. Over 
the years he has carved out a 
political career in that shady 
hinterland where the far right of the 
Conservative Party meets up with 
racist nationalist groups. Footage on 
YouTube of New Right meetings 
also shows him indulging in rants 
against Searchlight and its staff so 
we are sure he will appreciate this 
round-up of his activities. 


Born in 1962, Davies is the son of 
the traditionalist Catholic writer 
Michael Davies. After studying 
languages at the University of 
London and then law at Cambridge 
University, he trained first as a 
solicitor before becoming a barrister 
in 1998. He lives in Bromley, Kent, is 
currently part of the 3 Dr Johnson 
Buildings chambers in the Temple — 
the heart of Britain's legal profession 
— and has used his expertise to 
represent a number of activists on 
the far right (see box). 


Ultra-conservatism 


Davies was a Tory activist at 
Cambridge University but in his own 
words “broke decisively with the 
Tories some years ago, seeing the 
need for a new party of the patriotic 
right when John Major's obsessive 
Europhilia led us into the disaster of 
ERM membership, while successive 
‘Conservative’ leaders sought to 
appease the politically correct 
metropolitan elites by abjectly aping 
Labour, embracing every modishly 
‘inclusive’ liberal pro-minority fad.” 
Anyone suffering from insomnia can 


watch his dreary three-part analysis 
of Conservative politics on YouTube. 


Since the 1980s, Davies has been 
active in some way in most of the 
pressure groups on the extreme 
right of the Conservative party 
including the Monday Club, Tory 
Action (where he was on the 
executive), the Revolutionary 
Conservative Caucus, the magazine 
Right Now!, to which he contributed 
several articles, and the Conservative 
Democratic Alliance. At the same 
time Davies was a key participant in 
the Bloomsbury Forum (BF), which 
was established in 1996 and drew 
support from the fringes of the 
Conservative Party as well as 
members of the British National 
Party and other fascist groups. He 
co-edited and contributed several 
essays to the BF publication 
Standardbearers which attempted to 
redraw the tradition of the English 
nationalist right. In many ways the 
BF was the forerunner of the New 
Right group in terms of aims (uniting 
the various strands of the extreme 
right with ultra-conservatism) and 
personnel. 


Networking and 
international jaunts 


Davies has long been active 
networking and socialising on the 
national and international far-right 
scene. Searchlight reported his 
attendance at a range of meetings 
including: 

1989 At the original IONA/Scorpion 
meeting. 

1990 Attends meeting of Monday 
Club/Western Goals Institute hosted 
at the House of Lords. Also present 
was Clive Derby-Lewis, a former 
South African MP now serving a life 


sentence for his role in the 
assassination of the South African 
Communist Party leader Chris Hani. 


1996 At a Friends of Oswald Mosley 
meeting in central London attended 
by a small collection of racists and 
diehard fascists. 


1997 In Paris in the company of 
Right Now! activists attending a 
meeting of the Front National (FN). 
He has since boasted about his 
attendance at other FN events on 
New Right videos on YouTube. 
2000 At a small meeting of fascists 
who were commemorating the 25th 
anniversary of the death of the 


Representing fascists with little success: Adrian Davies 
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Spanish dictator General Franco. 


2003 One of the speakers at a 
Conservative Democratic Alliance 
conference. 


2004 Attends a United Kingdom 
Independence Party (UKIP) 
conference. 


2006 At a conference organised by 
the extreme-right racist organisation 
American Renaissance in Virginia, 
USA where he had dinner with 
former Ku Klux Klan supremo David 
Duke. 


2005-2011 Frequent attendee, 
speaker and chair at New Right 
meetings in London. 


2011 A speaker at the American 
Renaissance meeting in North 
Carolina, USA on “Nationalist 
Movements in Europe”. 


Freedom Party 


As well as being a keen participant 
at such “think tank" meetings and 
gatherings of extremists, Davies has 
also been active in a number of 
ways with more conventional far- 
right political parties. Back in 2000 
Searchlight revealed Davies was 
giving legal assistance to BNP leader 
Nick Griffin about a controversial 
BNP leaflet on race and crime that 
had incurred the wrath of the 
Metropolitan Police. Davies was also 
heavily involved at this time in 


advising the BNP on the auditing of 
its accounts, especially those of its 
fundraising wing, the Trafalgar Club, 
which revealed alleged financial 
impropriety by Griffin. 

This resulted in Davies losing faith 
in Griffin and in December 2000 he 
was instrumental, together with 
fellow Bloomsbury Forum activists 
Jonathan Bowden and former BNP 
officer Eddy Butler, in the formation 
of the Freedom Party (FP). This was 
the first of the many breakaways 
from the BNP, prompted by concern 
at Griffin's leadership and the party's 
financial state. Its main activity and 
support were in the West Midlands 
due to the influence of the former 
BNP activists Steve and Sharron 
Edwards. The latter was an elected 
FP local councillor in the region until 
2007. 


Davies was installed as chairman 
of the FP and stood for it in the 
2005 general election in South 
Staffordshire gaining a measly 473 
votes (1.7%) and finishing 7th 
behind other far-right rivals such as 
the UK Independence Party and the 
English Democrats. The FP was 
proscribed by the BNP — rather 
ironically given that Davies 
represented and occasionally advised 
them. 


The FP no longer exists — its 
website is now just an archive which 


Jonathan Bowden and Eddy Butler, who with Davies formed the first breakaway party from the BNP. Bowden 


is now active in the New Right and Butler has joined the English Democrats 
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bleats about the lack of response 
from the public: “The steady 
readership enjoyed by the site 
reflects growing support for what 
were only a few years ago 
demonised opinions. As yet, 
however, this shift in outlook has 
not reflected itself in any substantial 
public willingness to support 
change." The FP is no longer 
registered with the Electoral 
Commission which means it cannot 
field candidates in UK elections. 


British Democratic Party 


However on 23 May 2011 Davies 
registered a new political party with 
the Electoral Commission, the British 
Democratic Party (BDP). The party's 
nominating officer — responsible for 
authorising election candidates — is 
Raymond Heath, a former BNP 
heavy, and Davies is listed as leader 
and treasurer. The BDP's address is 
the PO Box formerly used by Davies 
for the FP, which he also uses for his 
campaign to reopen Brompton Park 
tube station. To date, there has been 
no discernible activity from the BDP 
and, confusingly, the website under 
that name 

(www. britishdemocraticparty.co.uk), 
which was registered in October 
2010 and may belong to another 
miniscule grouping, states that Alex 
Reece is the party leader. Davies is 
not mentioned. 


An explanation of sorts for this 
was given by Davies in a series of 
posts on the British Democracy 
Forum website. The forum was 
established ostensibly to discuss 
UKIP but its most active section is 
one on “smaller parties" frequented 
by many current and former 
“nationalist” activists. Davies, who 
posts under the pseudonym 
Advocatus Diaboli (Devil's Advocate 
as well as a pun on his own initials), 
has been a member of the forum 
since 2005 and posted over a 
thousand messages up until 
November 2011. Many of his posts 
have been about the parlous state of 
the BNP's finances and he is 
extremely critical of Griffin or 
“Grif£in" as he terms him. 


In a thread on the BDP, Davies 
confirms that he has registered the 
party but also suggests that he will 
not be taking an active role in party 
politics. “I have indeed registered 
the British Democratic Party at the 
suggestion of some concerned 
patriots, who foresee the collapse 
into complete insolvency and 
eventual dissolution of the BNP as a 
result of its autocratic chairman's 
mismanagement of its affairs. | 
should say that | have effectively 
acted as registration agent and 
purely interim office holder in so 
doing. | have no intention of leading 


a FP Mark Two myself. | am very 
busy these days with work, business 
and family matters, and not eager to 
plunge back into the maelstrom. On 
the contrary, | would take a great 
deal of persuading to get involved in 
politics again for the foreseeable 
future, after my experiences with 
the FP, which very few actually 
supported.” 


Although this suggests Davies's 
time in active party politics is over, 
his presence at the New Right 
meetings suggests his support of 
various far-right ventures will 
continue. As he mentions in another 


post, “I shan't be returning to the 
fray as chairman of any post-Griffin 
nationalist party ... though | am 
happy to offer advice and financial 
support if indeed a worthwhile new 
party, be that the BDP or another, 
eventually takes off.” 


There will almost inevitably be a 
serious realignment of the British 
extreme right in 2012. With the BNP 
in seemingly terminal decline and a 
range of splinter groups vying for 
prominence, there will be no 
shortage of organisations wanting to 
draw on Davies's expertise, 
experience and contacts. 


Over the years Adrian Davies has represented a 
number of far-right activists in court. In 2001 the 
discredited Holocaust denier David Irving appealed at 
the High Court after he had lost a libel action against 
historian Deborah Lipstadt and Penguin books the 
previous year. Davies represented Irving in this 
unsuccessful appeal and in 2002, when a High Court 
judge refused Irving's application to have a 
bankruptcy order against him lifted. 


In the same year Davies apparently defended Mark 
Norwood (a BNP election candidate) who was 
convicted of a public order offence because of an 
Islamophobic sign he displayed. 


Landmark victory for anti-fascism 


In a landmark case in 2006, Davies represented 
Christopher and Barry Roberts, two British National 
Party activist brothers, who failed in a libel action 
brought against Searchlight. The case concerned our 
reporting of an internal feud in the BNP in an article 
in 2003. Our defence lawyers managed to use the 
so-called Reynolds defence successfully. This gives 
the media a right to print allegations whether or not 
they can be proved to be true if it is in the public 
interest that the allegations should be reported, and 
subject to certain tests. Mr Justice Eady ruled: “There 
is a duty ... upon political commentators generally ... 
to cover the goings on in political parties, including 
disputes, fully and impartially." 

When the Roberts brothers appealed in 2007, 
Davies was their junior counsel but Searchlight was 
again vindicated when Lord Justice Ward praised our 
“responsible journalism". The case was important in 


that it established the reportage defence defined as 
“attributed neutral reporting of a story in the public 
interest”. This was a landmark ruling for Searchlight 
and for the freedom of the investigative press in the UK. 


In 2008 Davies unsuccessfully represented four BNP 
supporters in Burnley, who challenged a Burnley 
council election result in May 2007 that went against 
the BNP's candidate John Rowe. More tellingly 
perhaps, he represented Simon Sheppard and 
Stephen Whittle when they were charged with a 
number of offences relating to racially inflammatory 
material including the distribution of a vile antisemitic 
text entitled “Tales of the Holohoax". The trial began 
in 2008 but the pair absconded to the US where they 
failed in an attempt to claim asylum and were 
incarcerated. They were found guilty in their absence 
of most of the charges, were eventually returned to 
the UK and were sentenced in 2009. In 2010 
Sheppard and Whittle were again represented by 
Davies in their appeal against their convictions. The 
appeal was dismissed but Davies did succeed in 
having their sentences reduced. 


In 2010 Davies defended the so-called 
“Decembrists", a group of former BNP activists 
(Kenny and Nicholla Smith, Stephen Blake and lan 
Dawson), in a legal action brought by Griffin and the 
BNP's former deputy leader Simon Darby. He won 
the case and represented them again in November 
2011, when the High Court dismissed Griffin's 
application for leave to appeal. Costs were awarded 
against Griffin and Darby, which together with the 
costs of several other court cases could prove 
financially crippling for the BNP. 
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Adam Carter finds individuals and organisations with explicit links to the extreme 
right behind a series of New Right publishers 


ALTHOUGH SEARCHLIGHT has 
mainly focused on the British aspects 
of the New Right group, whose bi- 
monthly London meetings have 
gathered together racists and 
antisemites from across the UK 
extreme right, it is important to 
recognise that it is part of an 
international movement espousing 
similar ideas. The meetings 
themselves, as reported last month, 
have drawn speakers and attendees 
from a number of countries in 
Eastern and Western Europe, as well 
as from America and Australia, and 
some of them have been influential 
figures within their respective 
nationalist political movements. On 
the level of personal contact and 
networking the New Right is itself 
an international movement. 


However, in addition to the face- 
to-face meetings, there is a complex 
cultural ecosystem of blogs, websites, 
magazines, book publishers, radio 
stations and even music companies, 
operating on an international scale, 
which exist solely to support the 
New Right worldview. This should 
be no surprise as the New Right 
ideological struggle is primarily a 
cultural one — the belief that by 
influencing culture, one can later 
shape politics — so one would expect 
the movement to be extremely active 
in transmitting and disseminating 
propaganda via a variety of media. 
In this strategy, publishing activities, 
such as books, CDs, magazines and 
online postings, play a crucial role in 
spreading the anti-egalitarian, 
antisemitic and racist message of the 
New Right and are vital to the wider 
political and intellectual objectives of 
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shaping social values and reframing Right (in some cases translating 
the mainstream discussion of issues them into English for the first time) 


such as race, immigration, identity as well as works by contemporary 
and equality. activists and theorists including some 
from the explicit neo-nazi wing of 
Book publishers the right. 
In the past few years, helped by There is considerable overlap 
advances in digital and printing between the different publishers, 
technology which make it easier to which often share authors and links 
produce physical books, a number of and distribute each other's books. All 
small English-language publishing are active on social media such as 
companies have sprung up Twitter and Facebook and are also 
dedicated to promulgating the ideas _part of a wider network of ambitious 
of the New Right. They include blogs and websites sympathetic to 
Wermod & Wermod, Arktos and New Right politics including several 
Black Front Press in the UK, Finis influential ones based in the US such 
Mundi in Portugal and Counter- as Counter-Currents, Alternative 
Currents in the US. These publishers Right and Attack the System. 
have concentrated, although not Arktos Media Ltd is probably the 
always exclusively, on republishing most active, varied and prolific of 
works by key thinkers who have the publishers considered here but 
intellectually influenced the New despite its claims that it is interested 
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Formation documents of Arktos Media Ltd showing its initial subscribers 


solely in unifying a variety of 
perspectives against the modern 
world, Searchlight has uncovered 
evidence linking it directly to the 
Swedish neo-nazi movement and 
the people behind websites that 
deny the Holocaust and advocate 
white supremacy. 


Arktos is based in the UK (its 
registered address is that of a 
London solicitors’ firm specialising in 
company law) and is run by John 
Black Morgan, who apparently lives 
in Mumbai, India. According to 
company records obtained by 
Searchlight, it was formed in 2009 
as a merger between Integral 
Tradition Publishing (ITP) and NFSE- 
Media AB, a company based in 
Sweden, in which both organisations 
were given 300 shares. Its directors, 
according to its annual return of 
November 2011, were Patrick Boch, 
a lawyer based in India, Daniel 
Friberg, a business analyst based in 
Sweden, and Jacob Christiansen 
Senholt, a graduate student at 
Aarhus University in Denmark who 
has written on esotericism and the 
extreme right. 


ITP claimed that it was interested 
in publishing “traditionalist” 
authors. Traditionalism describes a 
variety of conservative, but non- 
racist, approaches to spirituality 
which were influenced by Eastern 
religious thought and is associated 
primarily with the French scholar 
René Guénon (1886-1951) and the 
Swiss-German philosopher Frithjof 
Schuon (1907-1998). Traditionalism 
however did have its “dark side", 
which also encompasses figures on 
the extreme right such as Julius 
Evola, and some of traditionalism's 
anti-liberal and anti\-modern ideas 
(the major academic study on the 
movement is called Against the 
Modern World) have been co-opted 
and reworked by the European New 
Right. ITP only published a handful 
of books before the merger. One 
was a collection by Troy Southgate, 
the organising secretary of the New 
Right in the UK, and another a 
collection lauding Evola. 


Since then, as Arktos, it has 
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Shareholders of Arktos Media Ltd at November 2011 


expanded its publishing to incorporate 
translations of Evola and prominent 
figures from the French Nouvelle 
Droite such as Alain de Benoist and 
Guillaume Faye as well as the 
Croatian extremist Tomislav Sunic. It 
has also published work by Pentti 
Linkola, a Finnish environmentalist 
with extreme Malthusian views who 
advocates decimating the world's 
population and has praised the 
Holocaust as a means to this end. 


In addition to Southgate, other 
authors with a fascist pedigree 
include Kerry Bolton, a longtime 
activist on the New Zealand extreme 
right and former Satanist, and 
Henrik Johansson, a Swedish right- 
wing extremist and regular speaker 
on the neo-nazi circuit, who was 
arrested in 2008 after an internecine 
feud over mailing lists descended 
into violence. 


Links with Swedish neo-nazis 


This is not the only link between 
Arktos and Swedish right-wing 
extremism. NFSE-Media AB, the 
original co-founder of Arktos, is an 
explicitly neo-nazi operation 
majority owned by Lennart Berg, a 
former member of the Swedish 
Resistance Movement, who is based 
in Karlskoga. It is run by Anders 
Lagerstrém from Linképing who has 


convictions for violence and illegal 
possession of arms and was the 
owner of the Nordic Publishing 
company, at one time arguably the 
biggest distributor of white power 
music and racist literature in 
northern Europe. 


NFSE-Media was responsible for 
establishing Metapedia, a nazi 
version of Wikipedia which went live 
in its English language version in 
2007. Metapedia imitates the look 
and design of the popular online 
encyclopaedia but the entries are 
given a disturbing nazi twist, so 
Hitler is praised, the Holocaust is 
denied, there is explicit racism and 
antisemitism as well as vicious 
attacks on anti-racist and anti-fascist 
individuals and organisations. 
Metapedia also attracted attention 
for listing Jews prominent in public 
life in Sweden and this was regarded 
by some as an incitement to violence 
against those individuals. As a result, 
the Swedish police began an 
investigation into NFSE-Media and 
Lagerstrém. 


According to other reports in the 
Swedish press, Friberg is a known 
activist in right-wing circles while 
another Arktos shareholder, Jonas de 
Geer, is a revisionist historian and 
former editor of the (now defunct) 
upmarket right-wing Sa/t magazine. 
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Another of Arktos's shareholders, 
Tobias Ridderstrale, had to quit his 
job at a law firm when it was 
revealed that he had donated 
money to the organisation. 


It is absolutely clear given these 
types of individuals behind the 
scenes at the publisher and some of 
the authors it has published that 
Arktos is no ordinary “traditionalist” 
publisher. One can discern a clear 
agenda to develop and publish 
extremist and racist ideas while 
using the fig leaf of “alternative 
viewpoints”. John Morgan, who is 
editor-in-chief at Arktos, has been 
coy about revealing the publisher's 
links with the Swedish extreme 
right. In an interview with the 
Amerika blog, he states: “Towards 


John Morgan, editor-in-chief at Arktos 


the end of 2009, we found out that 
some Swedish friends of ours 
[author's emphasis] were planning a 
project very similar to our own, and 
we concluded that it was a better 
use of our resources to just combine 
forces, and the resulting product 
was a completely new venture: 
Arktos." He repeats the same 
dissembling in a lengthy audio 
interview with Sunic, a former US 
professor and Croatian diplomat 
who has published several New 
Right titles (including with Arktos), 
on the Voice of Reason website. 
This website features explicit Nazi 
racial theory, a programme 
declaring “Why we Need more anti- 
Semitism” and contributions from 
Mark Weber, who runs the leading 
Holocaust denial organisation, the 
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Institute for Historical Review, as 
well as other contributions from 
other white supremacists and 
antisemites. 


Morgan has also written a number 
of essays for Counter-Currents, an 
American blog/website that 
functions as a meeting point for 
European New Right thinking and 
old style Nazism and white 
supremacy. In one article based on a 
reinterpretation of former Klansman 
Louis Beam's leaderless resistance 
idea (the advocacy of decentralised 
terrorist cells operating 
independently based on a shared 
racist ideology), he emphasises the 
significance of cultural 
dissemination to the white 
nationalist struggle stating, “This is 
also what my own organization, 
Arktos, is attempting to achieve by 
offering intellectual and cultural 
resources to stimulate the type of 
new thinking, new myths and new 
symbols that will need to be 
embraced if a successful movement 
dedicated to our principles, and 
which is capable of motivating a 
large number of people, is ever to 
be born," but he argues that 
practical activism as well as cultural 
production is also needed to drive 
the movement forward. 
(Incidentally Beam himself 
apparently responded to Morgan 
which seemed to please the latter 
no end.) 


So, in summary, we have a 
publisher that was cofounded by a 
neo-nazi organisation in Sweden, 
features known far-right activists 
among its shareholders and 
publishes New Right and outright 
fascist authors. In addition, it has an 
editor-in-chief who speaks in an 
interview with a radio show 
website, full of Holocaust deniers, 
of how “immigration is destroying 
our culture” and has written a 
number of articles demanding both 
cultural renaissance and organised 
nationalist activism for an overtly 
white supremacist website. Most 
readers will think the evidence 
against Arktos is fairly compelling. 


It will be interesting to see how 
the reputable mainstream printers 


Lightning Source feel about having 
such a dubious client as Arktos and 
also whether Alain de Benoist, who 
frequently asserts that he has no 
truck with white supremacy, will 
continue to wish to be associated 
with the company. 


Black Front Press is owned and 
run by Southgate, organising 
secretary of the New Right (see last 
month's Searchlight). It was 
established in 2010 and its public 
presence consists of nothing more 
than its Facebook page. It is 
practically a vanity press outfit as 
nearly all of the 14 books it has 
published so far have been edited or 
written by Southgate himself. The 
books range from several collections 
of Southgate's ramblings to edited 
collections on a variety of political 
figures including Nietzsche, the 
Romanian fascist Corneliu 
Codreanu, the German “left-wing” 
Nazi Otto Strasser, the American 
poet and fascist sympathiser Ezra 
Pound and Evola. 


Its latest book is a reader on 
National Anarchism (see last 
month's Searchlight) featuring the 
likes of Southgate, Keith Preston 
(from the Attack the System blog), 
Brett Stevens (from the Amerika 
blog), Wolf Herfurth (former Nazi 
now in Australia) and Flavio 
Goncalves (from Portugal who runs 
Finis Mundi Press — see below). 
Southgate, with his customary 
humility, refers to this book as “the 
bible of a new and dynamic 
movement". Searchlight could find 
no record of Black Front Press at 
Companies House but we are sure 
that Southgate is diligently reporting 
any monies earned to the UK 
taxman. 


Backlash against Southgate 


Black Front Press also has several 
titles on the occult including a 
journal Helios and books on the 
Norse god Odin (or Woden) and 
occultist Aleister Crowley. 
Interestingly, there has been a 
recent backlash from some 
progressive elements in the pagan 
and occult communities against 
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Southgate's attempts to co-opt their 
beliefs for his own political ends. 


The esoteric publisher Scarlett 
Imprint issued a statement 
denouncing Black Front Press 
stating, “We were approached 
recently to contribute to Troy 
Southgate’s Black Front Press whose 
last published work was a Crowley 
anthology. After a little research, we 
were disturbed to find their rather 
murky history hidden beneath the 
anti-corporate, anti-capitalist and 
permaculture ideals. Though we are 
very happy to promote the 
independent esoteric and occult 
authors and publishers whose work 
and dedication invigorate and 
stimulate our community, it is 
entirely another matter to contribute 
our energy to a project which would 
seem to be attempting to use a 
multiplicity of voices from the occult 
scene to promote the ideas of the 
so-called New-Right .... To be clear 
we are not implying that those who 
write for this Press hold fascist 
views. Nonetheless, those who 
choose to write for these publications 
must be clear that they are 


Flavio Gongalves who runs the Portuguese publisher 
Finis Mundi 
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Otto Strasser; The Life and Times of a German Socialist (2010) 


by Troy Southgate 


providing an intellectual fig leaf for 
an ideology which would otherwise 
struggle to be taken seriously." 


This was also endorsed by the 
influential pagan blog the Wild 
Hunt, which stated: “Just because 
this book on Crowley avoided 
becoming a pamphlet for neo- 
fascist views doesn't mean the 
publishing house that produced it 
should be given a free pass .... If 
your work is helping to bolster the 
image of a company that endorses 
the philosophy of the National 
Anarchists, if your work helps these 
groups further insinuate themselves 
within Pagan and esoteric 
communities, then the fig leaf of 
apoliticism must be challenged.” 


In similar vein Phoenix Rising, the 
blog associated with an academic 
institution studying esotericism, 
declared: “Aside from Black Front 
Press, we are also aware that 
Primordial Traditions publishing 
house, and its two founders, 
Gwendolyn Toynton and Damon 
Zacharias Lycourinos, are also 
closely associated both with 
Southgate, and the politics he 
promotes .... We will not endorse, 
ignore, or otherwise support any 
agenda that is even slightly 
associated with separatism and 
doctrines of hate, no matter what 
banner it appears under, either 
directly or by association." As a 
result of this controversy, one of the 
institute's staff members Dr George 
Sieg, who had written for 
Southgate, left his employment. 


Searchlight is pleased to see that 
people within these communities 
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are actively resisting the overtures 
of Southgate and his ilk. 


Finis Mundi is a small Portuguese 
publisher established a few years 
ago and run by Flavio Goncalves, 
who has attended meetings of the 
New Right in London. It has 
published three books so far in 
English including A Life in the 
Wilderness, a National Anarchist 
tract by the German former neo- 
nazi Wulf Herfurth (see last month's 
Searchlight). \ts website advertises 
several forthcoming titles including 
English translations of works by the 
former Portuguese dictator Anténio 
de Oliveira Salazar, by Ramon Bau, 
a former secretary general of the 
key international nazi group 
CEDADE and publisher of National 
Socialist World, and by Jordi 
Garriga, a leading figure in the 
Spanish New Right. 


According to an online interview, 
Goncalves has drifted from the 
extreme left to the extreme right 
and is now seemingly a National 
Anarchist activist in Portugal. He has 
also been an active participant in 
Holocaust denial circles — he was at 
the Teheran conference in 2006 that 
drew Holocaust denial activists from 
across the world and claims to have 
met Iranian President Ahmadinejad. 
His pro-lranian stance is reflected in 
his being a founder member of the 
Portuguese-lranian Friendship society. 


Next month's Searchlight will 
examine more of the UK and 
international publishers and book 
clubs dedicated to spreading racial 
hatred. 
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Russian focus at lona’s 


By Gerry Gable 


A MIXED BUNCH of 59 far-right 
supporters turned up at the latest 
meeting of the lona London Forum, 
rival to Troy Southgate's New Right 
club, on 21 January to hear Jeremy 
“Jez" Bedford-Turner open the 
meeting with a series of 
announcements of future events. 

One caused particular excitement: 
the news that Jacques Vergés, known 
as the “Devil's Advocate" because of 
his defence of Nazi war criminals, 
Holocaust deniers and terrorists, was 
due to speak at London University's 
School of Oriental and African 
Studies two weeks later. Bedford- 
Turner, a former Army officer, was 
very keen that his audience should 
go along and show their support. If 
any of them made it to the meeting 
they would have been disappointed 
as Vergés pulled out after developing 
bronchitis, following a campaign 
against his visit initiated by 
Searchlight. 

Other events announced were 
more of a social nature. One was a 
visit to the Tea House Theatre to see 
a BBC production about the Regency 
dandy Beau Brummel, put on by the 
New Sheridan Club, a bunch of old 
fogeys who yearn to live in the 
1920s. The other was a visit to see 
the much praised movie Corio/anus 
because some present claimed it 


Regular speaker Jonathan Bowden 
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expressed very right-wing views. 

Then it was down to the serious 
business of listening to the speakers. 
First up was Ray Sexton on Russia, 
followed by John Howell on Euro- 
Asianism. Howell, whose pet subject 
is the Russian Orthodox Church, 
spoke about how the National 
Bolsheviks adopted parts of Stalinist 
ideology that fitted in with post- 
fascism and about how Patriarch 
Sergius of Moscow in 1927 accepted 
Soviet authority over the Orthodox 
Church and cooperated with Stalin to 
increase patriotic support for the war 
effort, in return for which thousands 
of new churches were allowed to 
open. Afterwards Bedford-Turner 
presented one of the speakers with a 
relic he had brought back from 
Ukraine. 

Many known faces were there, 
including some British National Party 
activists such as Loughton Town 
Councillor Rod Law and his minder 
Tony Martin, also from Loughton; 
mad-eyed Milton Ellis from Wales; 
Matt Tait, the up-and-coming young 
fixer on the international nazi scene, 
looking a bit lonely and forlorn; 
teacher Michael Woodbridge with a 
Polish woman who works in the NHS; 
Duncan Robertson, renowned for 
drinking for Scotland; and looney 
Frank Walsh. 

Also present were Jonathan 
Bowden, a former BNP “cultural 
officer" and regular speaker at New 
Right events; Peter Rushton, a 
leading light in the England First 
Party and deputy editor of its 
magazine Heritage and Destiny; the 
notorious Holocaust denier and 
admirer of the Iranian President 
Ahmadinejad Michéle Renouf; and 
John Jones, a one-time bookshop 
wrecker with the London nazi 
bomber David Copeland. 

Then there was John Morse, who 
still enjoys some street cred for 
having served a prison sentence for 
race hate crimes with the late John 
Tyndall, founder of the BNP, who 
died in 2005. And Scottish Alec and 


Tony, the security guard from 
Gatwick airport, who are like 
inseparable twins these days, were 
knocking around. 

Steven John Brady, the convicted 
accomplice of the one-time London 
gangster family the Richardsons, and 
a long-time activist in Ulster terrorist 
circles, was in the audience too. 
Brady is still looking forward to 
receiving his pension from the 
German car giant Mercedes Benz, for 
whom he works as a computer expert 
at their Milton Keynes headquarters, 
despite their knowledge of his 
political and criminal past. 

In more recent years Brady has 
used the cover name Steve Johnson 
(not to be confused with the Essex 
activist and financial supporter of the 
BNP of the same name) while helping 
out on the BNP newspaper Voice of 
Freedom and John Bean's BNP 
magazine /dentity. 

A fairly new boy on the scene is 
Michael Steele, thought to be a BNP 
member from Kent and theology 
graduate. 

Adrian Davies, the far right 
barrister, was present as was the 
infamous nazi publisher and printer 
Anthony Hancock with a book stall, 
one of three selling extremist 
material. Another stall was occupied 
by Arktos Media Ltd, which publishes 
material by Southgate and other New 
Right “traditionalist” authors. 

Despite Claire Khaw's security leak 
after the December meeting of the 
rival New Right club, when she 
posted a report on her website, 
which was promptly copied by the 
Hope not Hate campaign, Bedford- 
Turner allowed her to attend with her 
close friend, the former east London 
BNP organiser Jeff Marshall, and her 
trusty camera. 

The next lona meeting on 24 
March is due to feature three 
speakers from Sweden. Oma 
Filmersson will speak on the situation 
in Sweden, Tage Talquest on 
exposing Expo, advertised as an 


- 


January meeting : 


Odinic Rite frequented by leading 
members of the extreme nazi League 
of St George and set up by the old 
Mosleyite John Yeowell. 

More worrying is Wulff's close 
friendship with Billy Sargent, older 
brother of Paul David “Charlie” 
Sargent, one-time leader of the nazi 
terror group Combat 18 now serving 
a long sentence for killing a fellow 
nazi. Billy Sargent has a reputation as 
one of the far right's hard men with a 
keen interest in dog fighting and guns. 

Supporting them was Bowden on 
the Soviet gulag. 

Numbers were down again because 
many of the less thoughtful of the 
regular participants do not want to 
touch anything with a Muslim 
connection with a barge pole. The 
long-time Jew-haters and Holocaust 
deniers understand the strength in 
these links that are sometimes political 
“insight into the Zionism and Anti- Howell got a second outing, this and sometimes financial, or both. 
White racism of Scandinavia's time speaking on Richard Rorty and Martin Webster, the former 
wealthy antiracist organisation”, and the failure of modernity, and Wulff National Front organiser, who had 
Lasse Wilhelmson, a one-time the pagan regaled his audience on boycotted an earlier meeting because 
respected journalist and author of the — the awakening of the white dragon. of speakers on the Middle East, 
best selling /s the World Upside Wulff is a member of an Odinic clearly now has his head around this 
Down, will speak on the theme from group more extreme than the old one and showed up. 

Zionism to Humanism. 

Wilhelmson is being described as 
the Swedish Gilad Atzmon, the self- 
hating Jewish jazz musician, who 
appears to have suffered no damage 
from the recent Hope not Hate 
campaign against his appearance at a 
Bradford festival and was earlier this 
month playing at the Pizza Express in 
London's Soho. 

Finally, Jonathon Bowden will speak 
on Action Frangaise the prewar and 
wartime French mass fascist 
movement. 

Meanwhile over in the New Right 
club camp, Southgate's main speaker 
at his meeting on 4 February was Dr 
Sahib Mustaqim Bleher, a German 
Islamic convert who has connections 
throughout Europe and previously 
spoke at the New Right club in 2007. 

His theme this time was the Arab De os 
Spring. Steven Brady (centre with beard) at an Orange Order march in London around 30 years ago 


John Morse (above BNP sign) in the early days of the BNP 
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Why would a trustee of an antifascist charity join a group run by a close associate of the far- 
right English Defence League? Sonia Gable investigates the curious activities of Charlie Flowers. 


OUR FRONT COVER photo 
taken at an English Defence 
League rally in March 2010 
shows Charlie Flowers 
holding the loud-hailer for 
Alan Ayling, who at least until 
August 2011 was one of the 
Islamophobic EDL's financial 
backers, and perhaps still is. It 
was in Ayling's £500,000 
Barbican flat that Ayling, who 
used the name Alan Lake, 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, the 
EDLs street leader, Paul Ray, 
one of the EDLs founders, 
and others met in 2009 to 
bring together “the 
ideological and political side 
with the boots on the 
ground", according to Ray. 
[1] 

Flowers purports to oppose 
extremism, as indeed does 
the EDL itself [2], though the 
extremism the EDL opposes 
does not include its own. 
Flowers opposes extremism 
so much that he has formed 
the so-called Anti-Extremism 
Alliance [3] as well as a 
Facebook group called 
Cheerleaders Against 
Everything, formerly 
Cheerleaders Against Islamic 
Extremism [4], a pointer to 
the limited nature of the 
extremism Flowers opposes. 

It is these two groups that 
have announced a public 
meeting in Conway Hall, 
London, on 26 April 2012 
under the title “Muslims in 
the West —What is the Way 
Forward?" , featuring as 
one of four “keynote 
speakers” Tehmina Kazi. [5] 

Kazi is the director of 
British Muslims for Secular 
Democracy, an organisation 


whose praiseworthy aims 
include “helping to contribute 
to a shared vision of 
citizenship (the separation of 
faith and state, so faiths exert 
no undue influence on 
policies” and to “encourage 
religious understanding and 
harmony, respect for different 
systems of beliefs”. [6] Her 
good work in speaking about 
inequalities faced by Muslim 
women, an issue that some 
anti-racists prefer not to 
recognise, and in support of a 
more inclusive society 
recently received a positive 
write-up in the Harrow 
Observer. [7] 

Since February 2011 Kazi 
has also been a trustee of 
Searchlight Educational Trust 
(SET). An antiracist and 
antifascist charity, SET was 
formed in 1992 by members 
of the Searchlight magazine 
team, but the connection 
between the two 
organisations ended last 
September. 

She probably became an 
SET trustee soon after she 
joined the Cheerleaders, 
where she is listed as a 
member for “over a year”. 
Not all the Cheerleaders are 
so keen on SET however. On 
8 March 2010 a blogger 
reported that a Cheerleader 


Charlie Flowers (left) enjoying the 
company of Joel Titus (centre) 
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calling herself Shooter 
Kirpachi had published the 
home address and car 
registration number of an SET 
employee. According to the 
blog posting she did this 
“because [he] had given her 
friend Charlie Flowers the 
brush-off when he tried to 
contact him on Facebook". 
The blogger added that the 
car registration details must 
have come from the fascist 
Redwatch website, which 
publishes personal details of 
antifascists to target them for 
attack. Shooter was 
persuaded to remove the 
details after a few hours but 
the damage had been done. 
The blogger Richard 
Bartholomew has chronicled 
Flowers's cyber bullying and 
stalking activities since late 
2008 and pointed out in a 
posting on 29 November 
2010 that he had “insinuated 
himself into various groups, 
such as British Muslims for a 
Secular Democracy". [8] 
Another organisation into 
which Flowers “insinuated 
himself” was the Hope Not 
Hate (HNH) campaign (like 
SET, no longer connected 
with Searchlight), whose 


“Shooter Kirpachi” (behind flag) with ¥: 
Charlie Flowers (left) 


Charlie Flowers with UAF pamphlet 


Christmas party he attended 
in 2009 at the invitation of 
Matthew Collins, an HNH 
worker. Flowers also raised 
money for HNH and went 
out leafleting a few times. He 
counted several SET 
employees and associates 
among his Facebook friends, 
as well as Alan Lake. 
Charitably it was thought at 
the time that Flowers 
genuinely hoped to turn the 
EDL away from their hatred 
of Muslims and even turn 
Muslim extremists away from 
hatred of non-Muslims — all 
on his ownsome it would 
seem. 

But Flowers went about it 
in a strange way. On 27 
February 2010 Flowers was 
spotted in happy 
conversation with Joel Titus 
on Facebook. Titus is the 
youth leader of the EDL who 
in April 2011 was jailed for 
nine months for affray for 
taking part in a pre-arranged 
brawl between football 
supporters in London in May 
2010. He also has convictions 
for threatening behaviour for 
swearing at a police officer 
who was trying to break up a 
fight and a caution for 


battery after hitting a 
journalist during a right-wing 
demonstration in December 
2009. [9] 

The photo of Titus with his 
arm around Flowers, 
published on 25 February 
2010 in an exposé by the 
Muslim Public Affairs 
Committee, also suggests a 
happy relationship. [10] That 
exposé included a photo of 
Flowers holding up a Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF) 
pamphlet, perhaps another 
organisation that he has 
targeted for his mischief- 
making. 

Flowers claims now to have 
broken with the EDL. [11] 
However his insidious 
activities continue. On 10 
February Flowers posted on 
the Cheerleaders Facebook 
page “Charlie is stoked and 
chuffed to find out that he's 
going to be in next month's 
Searchlight as a feature, 
written by the 
fascist/communist Sonia 
Gable!” 

This information can only 
have come from Kazi, whom | 
had approached for a 
comment (which she declined 
to give) on why she was 
speaking at Flowers’s Conway 
Hall event. Flowers claimed 
we at Searchlight were 
“miffed” not to have been 


Notes 
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invited to his meeting — an 
event we would not touch 
with a very long bargepole. 

In an attempt to stir up 
more trouble, Flowers added: 
“A little backstory — recently 
Hope Not Hate and 
Searchlight had a parting of 
the ways, when HnH found 
out what Sonia and co had 
done with all the money 
they'd raised (embezzled it, 
basically)". 

Whether this lie and the 
personal insult came from 
Kazi or HNH is not known. 
When Searchlight and 
SET/HNH split last 
September, SET made a 
complaint to the police that | 
had stolen £18,777. In fact 
this was money legitimately 
owed by SET to Searchlight 
for advertising and magazine 
sales, and the police quickly 
closed their file without 
interviewing me. 

Quite what Flowers is up to 
is unclear, or perhaps not. | 
started this article by referring 
to Ayling/Lake. 
Back in 2009-10 
when Gerry Gable, 
now editor of 


Searchlight, was in 3 
charge of Bees eec esters 
SET/HNH's iherteriomert 
investigation Wika cineen 


section, he gave 
Collins the task of 


2. For example the EDL’s explanation of why it wanted to 
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finding out who Alan Lake 
was. Nick Lowles, chief 
executive of SET and editor of 
Searchlight at the time, had 
identified Lake in October 
2009 as a “key figure" 
behind the EDL, describing 
him as a 45-year-old 
businessman who claimed to 
have made money through 
computers. [12] 

It would not have been that 
hard to beat The Sunday 
Times to the story as Ayling 
had been exposed over two 
months earlier by Ray, 
blogging under the name 
Lionheart. [13] 

Even after Ayling's 
exposure, it is odd that HNH 
has never referred to Ayling 
and Ann Marchini, the 
property tycoon also exposed 
by The Sunday Times, or 
wondered about the true role 
of Ray, apart from posting the 
newspaper's story on its 
website, unlike UAF and 
Searchlight, for example, 
which published further 


ee 


Charlie Flowers in happy conversation with the 
EDL's Joel Titus 


revelations. Instead Collins 
and co limit their 
“investigations” to exposing 
the admittedly nasty, but 
ultimately ephemeral, 
postings of EDL supporters on 
Facebook. [14] Does HNH 
have some other agenda of 
its own or is it just laziness? 

As for Flowers, one has to 
ask who benefits from his 
duplicitous activities. 
Worming his way into a 
spread of organisations, cyber 
bullying, repeating lies and 
stirring up trouble is highly 
suggestive of a state agent 
provocateur who far from 
trying to make peace 
between the EDL, the Muslim 
community and antifascists is 
doing precisely the opposite 
and trying to create 
confusion. Antifascists be 
warned. Stay clear of this 
man. 
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By Sonia Gable 


NICK GRIFFIN MEP, leader of the 
British National Party, has accused his 
fellow MEP Andrew Brons of walking 
off and not doing what he was elected 
to do. Griffin made the extraordinary 
claim in his closing speech at a party 
organisers’ conference in Coventry on 
4 February. Extraordinary, because 
Brons is still an active MEP, making 
speeches and tabling questions in 
Strasbourg and carrying out 
constituency work, and remains a 
member of the BNP. 

Deviously, Griffin had lumped Brons 
in with Richard Barnbrook, who was 
elected to the London Assembly in 
2008 but left the BNP in 2010 to sit as 
an independent, and accused both men 
of stealing the seats from the party. 

To prevent this happening in future, 
the party had introduced a new 
candidates’ agreement, said Griffin, 
under which anyone elected to office 
who left the party would have to 
repay the cost of their election 
campaign. He claimed it was legally 
enforceable, something that remains 
to be seen. In any case, requiring 
repayment of campaign costs would 
not restore the party's “stolen” seat. 

Griffin also repeated the claim, 
previously made by Clive Jefferson, 
the BNP treasurer, that the party had 
overcome its financial difficulties. The 
2010 accounts, to be published by the 
Electoral Commission at the end of 
February, would reveal that the party 
was £850,000 in debt at 31 
December, but this was only a 
“snapshot of the appalling situation of 
two years ago”, he said. 

“We're out of that," he added, and 
we're now going to make progress. 
“We have already won the battle not 
only to survive but also to be the 
preeminent nationalist organisation in 
Britain, because all the little splinter 
groups have been still born.” 

Brons, who is an MEP for Yorkshire 
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and the Humber, was quick to respond 
with an article on his BNP Ideas website 
headed “Reports of My Resignation 
Have Been Greatly Exaggerated” in 
which he pointed out: “| have not left 
the Party, established a rival political 
party which has since been ‘still born’. 
| have repeatedly and consistently 
explained to people who have urged 
me to form a new political party that 
break-away parties never succeed 
while the parent party is still seen to be 
alive. ... Perhaps | should explain that 
stillbirth cannot precede conception." 

Brons pointed out that the BNP’s 
currently claimed 3-4,000 members 
“from a total of 14,500 members in 
2010" — a figure yet to be verified by 
the audited accounts — included many 
whose “membership expired at the 
end of 2011 and are in their three 
months ‘period of grace’ before they 
cease to be members on 31 March 
2012". 

The huge fall in membership makes 
the claims of the party's financial 
health even more incredible, especially 
when one takes into account that 
around 1,000 are life members, who 
no longer pay annual fees. 

Brons has received support from 
within and outside the BNP for his 
stand against Griffin, whom he and 
many others have accused of 
incompetence and financial 
mismanagement. Late last year an 
umbrella group called the Brent Group 
was formed, which aimed “to provide 
a centre for fellow patriots who have 
left the old party, disgusted by the 
incompetence and mismanagement of 
its leaders”. 

In late January 2012 some in the 
Brent Group finally got impatient with 
Brons. They had attended Brons's 
Ideas group conference on 22 
October 2011 in the hope that a new 
party would be launched there, but in 
contrast to Brons, they now 


considered that the opportunity to 
launch a new party successfully had 
been lost because members had 
drifted off. Instead, the Group's 
chairman Roger Bennett announced 
his support for the British Freedom 
Party (BFP), a breakaway from the 
BNP in autumn 2010, which has 
recently forged links with the English 
Defence League. 

In the event only about half a dozen 
Brent Group supporters moved over to 
the BFP. Most continue to do nothing. 
Jim Dowson, Griffin's former 
fundraiser and management 
consultant who now helps run the 
campaign group Britain First with Paul 
Golding, the former BNP Sevenoaks 
councillor and party communications 
officer, had hoped to recruit them but 
many have seen through his 
aggressive begging letters and phone 
calls and got fed up with him. A fierce 
war of words between Dowson and 
the BFP on the BNP Ideas website has 
only served to put people off both. 

On the same day that BNP 
organisers were meeting in Coventry, 
Brons attracted around 40 people to a 
meeting in Bradford. The turnout was 
far lower than at his meeting last 
October. Partly that was because of 
the prediction of heavy snow, but 
there was a distinct lack of enthusiasm 
for any of the political options on 
offer. 

Meanwhile, the employees that 
Griffin and Brons shared on their 
European Parliament payrolls, many of 
whom simultaneously worked for the 
party, have been resorting to the 
Employment Tribunal after the two 
MEPs failed to come to an agreement 
on how to divide their staff between 
them. This month Griffin was called to 
give evidence in an unfair dismissal 
claim brought by Michelle Harrington, 
who has accused Brons, for whom she 
worked as an assistant, of sexual and 


told the EDL and BNP to leave them alone 


religious discrimination. 

Ms Harrington was represented by 
her husband Patrick, who is also 
general secretary of the BNP- 
supporting trade union Solidarity. He 
tried to have her identity kept secret, 
saying she had been subjected to 
months of internet abuse by 
anonymous bloggers while she was 
employed by the BNP in Edinburgh, 
the victim of “a public campaign of 
hatred when she was just doing her 
job". 

The harassment was related to her 
alternative career as a punk singer 
with the group Sado-Nation, known 
as Mish Bondage. Harrington said: 
“People seem to think it's OK to vilify 
her on sexual grounds. Sexual 
discrimination and harassment is not 
acceptable in the workplace." Ms 
Harrington is bringing the same sexual 
and religious discrimination claim 
against the BNP's former national 
elections officer Eddy Butler, who 
works for Brons and has recently 
joined the English Democrats party. At 
the time of writing the case continues. 

One development that will boost 
Griffin is the formal approval that the 
European Parliament granted this 
month to the Alliance of European 
Nationalist Movements, a grouping of 
seven European extreme-right political 
parties formed in October 2009, of 
which Griffin is a vice-president. They 
include the BNP, the French National 
Front and the Hungarian fascist Jobbik 
party, which has three MEPs and has 
long enjoyed links with Griffin, who 
has visited Budapest to speak at its 
rallies. 

Approval will bring the group 
funding of €289,266 (£242,000) this 
year, though there are strict rules 
about how the money can be spent. 

_ Far-right MPs failed to form an official 


Injured teenager Daniel Stringer-Prince: his family have 


group in the European Parliament, 
which would receive more money and 
rights to representation on 
committees, but requires a minimum 
of 25 MEPs from at least seven 
member states. 

Back at home, the BNP remains 
active in many parts of the country, 
despite its losses of activists. In his 
speech on 4 February Griffin claimed 
that the only parties out on the streets 
between elections were the BNP and 
the Socialist Workers Party. Unusually 
— because the BNP generally 
condemns or even proscribes all rival 
far-right groups — Griffin was quite 
conciliatory towards the street activists 
of the English Defence League. 

Pointing out that the EDL was 
“doing stuff on occasions on the 
streets”, Griffin said this was not the 
BNP's game, but “fair play, they are 
doing what they're doing and bringing 
some people into the cause. They 
don't do it often ... but they are 
making a point that does need 
making.” 

Presumably in this spirit, the BNP 
called upon its members to 
demonstrate in Hyde, Greater 
Manchester, on 25 February, over an 
attack on Dan Stringer-Prince, a 17- 
year-old white boy, by a gang of Asian 
youths at the start of February. 
Stringer-Prince suffered a broken eye 
socket and a fractured skull. The EDL 
has called for a march in Hyde on 25 
February as a “national protest against 
extremism” and the Chief Constable 
of Greater Manchester Police, Peter 
Fahy, is considering asking the Home 
Secretary for a ban over fears it could 
spark unrest. 

A statement on the EDL website 
said: “Our reason for demonstrating 
in Hyde is not to further divide 
communities or win support for racial 
politics. That is why we wish to make 
it abundantly clear that the British 
National Party, or any other group 
with a history of racial politics or racist 
ideas, will not be welcome at our 
demonstration.” 

The feeling is not mutual. The BNP 
website on 20 February announced: 
“Everyone is welcome to attend our 
demonstration in Hyde. We are happy 
to work with any and all other groups 
who are looking to organise similar 
demonstrations on this issue." 


Stringer-Prince's family meanwhile 
have told both lots of racists to leave 
them alone. People linked to the EDL 
and BNP set up a Facebook page 
which attracted threatening and racist 
comments directed at the Muslim 
community. 

The EDU last national outing on 4 
February was in Leicester and 
attracted around 700 supporters. In 
contrast to the EDL's Leicester protest 
in 2011, this one was peaceful. A new 
development was that on the morning 
before the demonstration, members of 
the EDLs Leicester division handed out 
a leaflet proclaiming their peaceful 
intentions for the day. Also some of 
the more violent EDL members had 
been told to stay away by the EDL's 
leader Stephen Yaxley-Lennon. 
Around 200 antifascists joined a Unite 
Against Fascism protest. 

Another factor militating against 
violence may be the EDLs alliance 
with the BFP, which is positioning itself 
as the British equivalent of Freedom 
parties in the Netherlands, Germany, 
Austria and elsewhere. Violence on 
the streets would hardly help its 
electoral prospects. 

Paul Weston, leader of the BFP, is 
currently on a North American 
speaking tour, including a meeting in 
Toronto on 20 February staged by the 
near-fascist Jewish Defence League. 
On his return he will speak at an open 
meeting of the BFP in London on 3 
March, at which the party claims 
hopefully “national media may be 
present”. So far, however, the BFP has 
not announced whether it will take 
part in the elections for the London 
Assembly and Mayor or the local 
council elections in May, leaving it a 
bit late to gain name recognition and 
mount an effective challenge to the 
BNP. 


British Freedom Party leader Paul Weston 
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SEARCHLIGHT WRITERS AND 
photographers attended a variety of 
events to mark Holocaust Memorial 
Day, which this year was on the 
theme, speak up speak out — to 
consider what you see and hear 
around you and to use your voices 
to speak up against hatred and 
discrimination. They included the 
annual event at the University of 
Northampton (see separate report), 
the annual ceremony put on by the 
Greater London Authority, the 
Holocaust Educational Trust's Lord 
Merlyn-Rees Memorial Lecture and 
a joint Amnesty Unite Against 
Fascism meeting in Walthamstow, 
north London. 

At the Imperial War Museum 
Second World War veterans, 
schoolchildren, representatives of 
the embassies of the former Soviet 
republics and others marked the day 
with a short film, a dramatic 
presentation of the famous poem by 
Pastor Martin Niemoller (First they 
came ...) by school students and an 
account by Vera Schaufeld of her 
experiences as a child of the 
“Kindertransport” which brought 
Jewish children to Britain. 

Rabbi Dr Moshe Freedman gave 
the memorial address and led prayers, 
before the company moved to 
the grounds of the 
museum where 
wreaths were laid at 
the Holocaust 
Memorial Tree and the 
Soviet War Memorial, 
which commemorates 
the Red Army dead 
including the liberators 
of Auschwitz. Among 
those laying wreaths 
were veteran 
organisations including 
the Russian Convoy 
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Club, an association of veterans who 
sailed on the Arctic Convoys which 
supplied our Soviet wartime allies and 
suffered heavy casualties. They were 
joined by Simon Hughes MP, members 
of the Moscow Second Guards Rifle 
Red Army re-enactment group, 
representatives of the British Legion 
and members of the Association of 
Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women. 

Gerry Gable, editor of Searchlight, 
and other antifascists from Redbridge 
and Epping Forest Together attended 
the annual ceremony in Redbridge, 
in which over 300 schoolchildren 
gathered at the Holocaust Memorial 
Garden in Valentines Park. We joined 
local councillors and MPs, faith groups 
and residents from across the borough 
to remember the six million Jews and 
millions of others, including Roma 
people and people with disabilities 
whom the Nazis murdered, as well as 
the victims of genocides since then, 
including Rwanda and Darfur. 

Ivor Pearl spoke movingly about his 
experience of surviving Auschwitz 
after being taken there in 1944 aged 
12. He was followed by Maria Leier 
from the Roma Support Group who 
read a Gypsy poem. A joint choir from 
three local synagogues sang a hymn 
and Rabbi Geoffrey Hyman of Ilford 
United Synagogue led the memorial 


Commemoration at the Imperial War Museum and the Soviet War Memorial Photo: Daphne Liddle 


By Sonia Gable 


prayer. A Gypsy trio played before 
and after the event. 

Pupils from several local schools, 
representing Redbridge's wonderfully 
diverse community, gave readings, 
some from poems they had written 
themselves, inspired by their studies 
of the Holocaust. Their heartfelt 
understanding of the destructive 
power of racism and hate gave us 
hope for the future. Members of the 
Woodford and Wanstead Royal British 
Legion and the Association of Jewish 
Ex-Servicemen and Women attended 
with their flags. 

An editorial in the New Worker, 
newspaper of the New Communist 
Party, on 13 January 2012, called for 
broad-based antifascist unity in action 
and said that antifascist work “must 
never become a front for one 
particular party because that will drive 
others out". It added: “The most 
effective anti-fascist alliance in history 
involved Josef Stalin, Churchill and 
Franklin Roosevelt and political 
spectrums do not come much wider 
than that - and that alliance saved 


the world from the Nazi menace." 


&. vi 


Holocaust Memorial Day in Redbridge Photo: Sonia Gable 


By Paul Jackson 


THE UNIVERSITY OF Northampton held its annual 
Holocaust Memorial Day event on 27 January 2012, 
bringing together the local community, university 
academics and students, in a day dedicated to remembering 
the atrocities committed by the Nazi regime. 

The day opened with local MP Michael Ellis setting out 
the importance of never forgetting the horrors of 
the past, while the Deputy Dean of the School of Social 
Sciences, Doug Rae, talked of the importance of 
remembrance as a key part of lifelong learning. 

This was followed by a keynote lecture by Professor 
Dan Stone, from Royal Holloway, University of London. 
Professor Stone, a leading historian of the Holocaust, set out 
the importance of understanding the perpetrators of Nazi 
violence in all their complexity. Blending his own important 
research with reflections on the findings of other historians, 
Professor Stone set out how a potent mixture of irrational 
fantasy and ruthless logic characterised the mentality that 
led the Nazi regime to the extremes of genocide. 

The morning then opened out into seminars addressing 
themes of Holocaust memorialisation, film, psychology and 
theatre, delivered by Dr Larissa Allwork, Dr Matthew 
Feldman, Paul Crofts and Dr Paul Jackson respectively. 
Finally, two undergraduate students, Stu Page and Stuart 
O'Mahoney, were joined by Chris Webb from the 
Holocaust Education & Archive Research Team (HEART) to 
deliver a talk on Auschwitz as the symbol of the Holocaust. 

The morning's activities culminated in a Commemorative 
Service organised by the University Chaplaincy, open to 
students, staff and the wider public. Students again 


participated in reflective readings, and closed the event 
with a stone laying ceremony. 

With an afternoon showing of the film The Grey Zone, 
the day allowed participants at least to begin to understand 
the origins, nature and impact of the Holocaust. Though we 
will never be able to grasp fully the enormity of the Nazi 
crime, Holocaust Memorial Day events at the University of 
Northampton and elsewhere provide an important 
opportunity to reflect personally on the past, as well as the 
ongoing issues posed by violent extremism. 

A selection of the day's events has been podcasted by the 
Backdoor Broadcasting Company, and is available for free 
via their website: www.backdoorbroadcasting.net. 


at Northampton University 


Stone laying ceremc 


February-March 2012 | Searchlight | 19 


Analysing Extremism 


‘1 had never even heard of 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


“| HAD NEVER EVEN heard of the EDL 
before today", declared one professional 
woman to me following a recent talk | 
gave on the state of current far right 
politics in Britain. She worked for a City 
Council (| won't mention which), and 
was in regular contact with young 
people — though in the flurry after the 
event | did not catch her exact role. Her 
wording struck me though. In particular, 
it was the way she explained that she 
wanted to know more about the 
contemporary far right, but found her 
employers to be wanting in providing 
her with information on such issues. 


This is not an isolated incident. | have 
had similar responses at a number of 
events that | have contributed to, 
usually organised around the Prevent 
Agenda. Many enquiries have been 
from professionals, such as social 
workers and teachers, working with 
vulnerable young people, i.e. those who 
are potentially susceptible to far right 
radicalisation. Often such professionals 
want basic information, and to know 
what works to counter any growing 
sympathy towards far right interest. 

So the issue is a simple one: many of 
our frontline workers are not being 
furnished with enough information on 
the far right, and need more resources 
to give them the key facts in a succinct 
and pragmatic manner. One must 
conclude that such training is either not 
there, or offered in a way that does not 
do the job. 


We could decry such an observation 
as a failure of current government 
policy. But rather than accentuating 
negatives when talking about this issue 
of raising awareness around the 
contemporary far right, let's stress some 
positive developments. Indeed, though 
limited, we can see an 
acknowledgement of far right issues 
in the Prevent Agenda that was 
re-launched last summer. This included 
key paragraphs citing the Lone Wolves: 
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Myth or Reality? report developed by 
Gerry Gable, and to a lesser extent 
myself, last year. Such state recognition 
of this issue needs to go much further, 
but the symbolic inclusion of far right 
issues in Prevent was an important step 
for policy development in this area. 


Moreover, the idea of the far right as 
a potential terrorist threat is more clearly 
filtering down into the delivery of 
Prevent too. To take one instance here, 
the Workshop to Raise Awareness of 
Prevent (WRAP) training package 
recently developed by the Home 
Office includes specific mention of key 
neo-Nazi cases, including David Copland 
and the Aryan Strike Force. These 
examples sit alongside case studies of 
Islamist terrorism, and overall the 
package offers a series of seminar-based 
activities to help public sector workers 
better understand contemporary 
terrorism. As Prevent has mutated, 
we can find such examples where 
the far right is seen as a key aspect of 
its delivery. 

The growth in the willingness to see 
the far right as a significant threat has 
also been augmented by the impact of 
Anders Behring Breivik's atrocity last 
summer. This signal event has helped to 
spark a rethink on far right issues, and 
should continue to do so. One area 
where Breivik's impact can be seen is a 
growth in public awareness. The atrocity 
helped generate much mainstream 
coverage of the far right, including links 
between Breivik and the EDL, making a 
wider public more receptive to regarding 
the far right as deeply problematic. 
Already, anecdotal evidence suggests that 
referrals from within state agencies, 
based on far right concerns, have grown 
since the summer of 2011. This is not 
because of a sudden expansion in far 
right sympathy, but rather because of 
coverage developing an awareness of 
what the far right looks like today, and 
what extremes the ideology can provoke. 


Also, the Breivik case raises a further 
issue: | would suggest that in the light of 
his Islamophobic conspiracy fantasy, 
state agencies need to rethink more fully 
how they conceptualise the far right. In 
particular, such discussions need to be 
receptive to how ultra-patriotic 
extremism that is characterised by 
demonising an identifiable, discrete 
scapegoat community, alongside 
promoting a deep distrust towards state 
institutions and the ‘mainstream’, has 
evolved in recent times. 


Yet many fail to fully recognise this 
evolution, and policy thinking can still be 
dominated by old clichés. In terms of 
concerns regarding violent extremism, 
when talking in policy circles, one often 
finds that people are much more 
worried about extremists who adhere to 
what we might call the ‘old far right’, 
primarily neo-Nazism. Basically, these 
are ideologies that gravitate around 
extreme nationalism and anti-Semitic 
conspiracy theories that were first 
incubated in the interwar period. This 
continued focus on older forms of the 
far right narrative means that people do 
not recognise how its ideology has 
radically changed in the past few years. 

Despite this lag in policy thinking, it is 
clear that one can fully reject Nazism, 
but nonetheless still be clearly 
categorisable as ‘far right’. Yet many still 
tend to be far less concerned about 
what | call the ‘new far right’, namely 
extreme ideologies that are primarily 
Islamophobic, such as the EDL's. 
Oftentimes, this sort of ideology gets 
written of as merely ‘populist’, and 
therefore of no real threat. Nevertheless, 
the Breivik atrocity shows the extremes 
that the primarily Islamophobic ‘new far 
right’ narrative can lead to. In his 
manifesto, Breivik specifically decried 
Nazism and Hitler, though none would 
seriously deny that he is a far right 
terrorist. So we should be aware that 
both the neo-Nazis and Islamophobic 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


the EDL before today’... 


narratives of the ‘old’ and ‘new' far 
right can inspire terrorism. 


Indeed, this is where | would 
suggest that we need to offer a 
supplement to current WRAP training, 
which still has a great focus on ‘old 
far right’ anti-Semitic threats, but 
does not really address the newer 
Islamophobic narratives of the ‘new 
far right’. Such training for state 
professionals who encounter far right 
ideologies as part of their frontline 
duties should have some more 
detailed information on at least five 
key areas that can help develop a 
working understanding of today's 
far right protagonists: 


¢ The core narratives, including the 
Islamophobic ‘new far right’ as well 
as the anti-Semitic ‘old far right’; 


¢ The vulnerabilities that may 
leave people open to far right 
radicalisation; 


¢ The push and pull factors that 
attract people to far right 
movements; 


The key organisations that groom 
individuals, and may act as 
‘gateway institutions’ to more 
extreme positions; 

e The central figures within the 
contemporary far right; 

¢ And what to say and do with 
people who display sympathy 
for the far right. 


information to such key figures to allow 
them to become more secure in their 
own judgement. Moreover, we all need 
to do more to develop a clearer sense of 
best practice to actively engage with 
those who are becoming drawn to far 
right positions. | also find it striking that, 
as an academic researcher, when | 
examine the peer-reviewed literature 
here, it is clear that more attention needs 
to be given to this theme as a field of 
study too. We all need to know more 
about what works best to challenge 

far right sympathy, and why. 


Furthermore, as well as developing 
training that raises awareness around the 
most extreme instances of far right 
politics, namely violent extremism and 
terrorism, we also need to allow public 
sector practitioners to become better 
furnished to tackle far right racism and 
extreme views at an earlier stage of 
incubation too. Nipping the problem in 
the bud is central to tackling extremism. 
Steering more vulnerable people, 
especially as they enter adulthood, 
away from the far right and into 
a connected relationship with 


mainstream society, is a good in itself: 
not only does society benefit, but also 
the opportunities of the individuals 
concerned are greatly improved. A life 
associating with far right groups will 
probably increase exposure to 
criminality in the longer term. 


Finally, | would suggest that, to sit 
alongside an afternoon training course — 
potentially delivered as part of Prevent 
budgets that do not focus on tackling 
Islamism — there needs to be a useful 
handbook on tackling the far right 
distributed to such state sector workers. 
Such a pragmatic resource would 
greatly aid those who encounter these 
challenges on the front line, and would 
need to be developed in conjunction 
with such professionals. In sum, 
practitioners need to be able to protect 
young and vulnerable people, and, 
through some limited and targeted 
investment, should be given the 
correct training and 

resources to achieve 

this vital goal. 


Many people reading this article in a 
publication such as Searchlight may feel 
answers here are simple, and have their 
own, clear responses to such issues. 


However, it is also important to stress 
that people who work in sectors as 
diverse as probation and teaching 
have to negotiate such issues in the 
complexity of the real world. There are 
no easy answers, and real life cases do 
not perform in the same way as textbook 
examples. So we need to provide enough 


Anders Breivik's atrocity in Norway last summer helped spark a rethink on far right issues 


February-March 2012 | Searchlight | 21 


Compiled by Laurence Elliott; introduction by Gerry Gable 


THE INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS (IRR) is the leading monitor of 
racism in the UK. Established as an educational charity in 1958 to carry 
out research, publish and collect resources on race relations, in 1972 it 
was transformed into an anti-racist “think tank", which concentrated 
on responding to the needs of black people and making direct analyses 
of institutionalised racism in the UK and the rest of Europe. 


Its staff have always included leading thinkers and activists on 
tackling racism and racist practices. They publish the world-famous 
international journal Race and Class quarterly as well as books, reports 
and educational resources including the HomeBeats: Struggles for 
Racial Justice CDRom. 


Searchlight is both proud and grateful for their permission to use 
information from their online alternative news service /RR News 
on race and refugee issues, which includes detailed recording of 
racist incidents. 


Because of limited space, we can only include a few of the more 
serious incidents since January 2011. We have particularly highlighted 
the worrying development of the growing ivelusricnt of women and 
young people in racist acts. Not covered here are the countless cases 
of verbal absue and the often unreported prejudice in areas such as 
employment, education, health and asylum. You will find endless 
evidence of these matters in the IRR's archives and publications. 


After the recent convictions in the Stephen Lawrence case the IRR's 
statement brought home the fact that since Stephen's murder 96 
racial murders have taken place in this country as well as, as we point 
up on these pages, endless physical attacks that stop short of murder. 


www. irr.org.uk 
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Racist thug jailed for assaulting Derby taxi driver 

A 22-year-old man from Derby was sentenced to 18 
months in jail for viciously attacking a local cabbie. 
Mohammed Rashid was left with two black eyes, a 
bruised face and cut shoulders from being punched and 
dragged to the ground. Lee Preston, along with four other 
men, targeted Mr Rashid after he told the men to leave 
his cab for drinking, apparently chanting “we are EDL" 
during the attack. After police found Preston hiding under 
a bush, he admitted affray and racially aggravated assault 
causing actual bodily harm. 


Source: The Derby Telegraph, 30 January 2012 


Manchester schoolboy beaten up in racist attack 

Police questioned pupils at Bramhall High School in 
Manchester last year after a 12-year old boy was injured 
in a racially motivated assault. Umar Xsayf-Allah was 
attacked by a group of pupils outside the school gates, who 
hurled racist abuse and knocked him unconscious. His 
younger brothers, Alee and Ibraheem, were also attacked, 
suffering cuts and bruises. This came after previous racist 
incidents at the school and an Ofsted report critical of its 
race awareness. 


Source: Manchester Evening News, 17 October 2011 


The face of a ‘racist thug’ 

A man described as a 
“dangerous and racist 
thug” by police has been 
jailed for 30 months after 
he abused and attacked a 
Sudanese man in Plymouth 
city centre. Ricky Moon, 25, 
was found guilty of racially 
aggravated assault causing 
actual bodily harm to Saleh Rashid, 23. On 4 March last 
year, Rashid was approached by a group of 
four people as he stood on a corner. The last male, Moon, 
deliberately hit him with his elbow as he passed. There was 
a confrontation and Moon, who has a history of violent 
attacks, spat in Rashid's face two or three times covering 
his glasses with spittle. Moon called him several offensive 
names beginning with “black" and spat in his face again. 
Moon and a co-defendant, Aghdas Pye, started swearing 
at Rashid, then both began hitting him. Pye was given a 
12-month suspended sentence. 


Face of a racist thug: Ricky Moon 


Source: Plymouth Herald, 17 February 2012 


Bodmin girl racist attack 

A 14-year-old girl from Bodmin, Cornwall is currently 
in police custody after she allegedly assaulted an Asian 
shopkeeper. Police questioned the girl who was accused of 
verbal abuse and of throwing paint over him, his till and 
the counter of his shop. She was made the subject of a 


one-year rehabilitation order and a three-month curfew 
order and must wear an electronic tag. 


Source: BBC News, 14 November 2011 


Pakistani refugee violently attacked by teenagers 

A refugee from Pakistan who fled to the UK after the 
murder of her husband was viciously beaten up by 
teenagers outside her home in Falinge, Rochdale. Sumaira 
Akhter confronted the six youths for kicking a football at 
her window and breaking the television antenna. They 
shouted racist abuse before proceeding to kick her in the 
arms and legs. Since the attack, Sumaira has had trouble 
sleeping and has suffered a number of panic attacks. 


Source: Rochdale Observer, 16 November 2011 


Indian man hospitalised after racist attack at takeaway 

In November 2011, a gang of teenagers targeted workers 
at an Indian takeaway in Bucknall, Stoke. Police detectives 
said that the youths vandalised the car park outside and 
then attacked a 53-year-old member of staff with a large 
brick, leaving him in hospital with serious head injuries. The 
incident is being treated as racially motivated and seven 
young males from the area have been arrested and 
questioned by police. 


Source: Stoke Sentinel, 12 November 2011 


Leicester taxi driver assaulted by passenger 

A taxi driver from Leicester was viciously attacked by a 
passenger in November last year. Mirza Ahmed, a taxi 
driver of nine years, had to have major surgery on his eye 
socket after he was viciously assaulted by a man who 
refused to pay his fare. Armed with a knuckle duster, the 
passenger punched, kicked and spat on Mr Ahmed, who 
had to drive himself to the hospital after the attack. 


Source: Leicester Mercury, 16 November 2011 


Women loses appeal against racist attack conviction 

A woman who participated in an unprovoked racist assault 
on aman in crutches has lost a court appeal against her 23- 
month prison sentence. Danielle Louise Cawley, 21, and Daryl 
Tustin screamed racist abuse at their Afghani neighbour as he 
passed them, before knocking him to the ground and 
continually kicking him on the floor. Cawley challenged her 
sentence, claiming it was “too long”, but the appeal was 
dismissed by Lady Justice Hallett, saying it was “not excessive”. 


Source: Tewkesbury Admag, 17 November 2011 


Women charged for racist attack in Plymouth 

Two women were charged with a racist attack on a 
Kurdish woman in a Plymouth kebab shop last year. Haley 
Wells, 27, and Kelly Watterson, 29, appeared jointly before 
Plymouth Magistrates on charges of racially aggravated 
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common assault against Sawda Kurdo, who was attacked 
at the city centre take away on 31 August. At Plymouth 
Crown Court in January they pleaded not guilty to the 
assault charge and a joint charge of affray in connection 
with the same incident and were released on conditional 
bail to appear for trial on 27 June. 


Source: Plymouth Herald, 3 November 2011 and 
4 January 2012 


Leeds police seeking four men over racist attack 

Police in Leeds are on the lookout for four men who 
violently attacked an anti-racism concert in June last year. 
They have released CCTV footage of the suspects who 
hurled bottles and bricks at the 150-strong crowd of the 
Rage Against Racism event after they were refused 
entry, shouting EDL chants and breaking windows. Three 
men were arrested and are on police bail pending further 
enquiries. 


Source: Yorkshire Evening Post, 27 October 2071 


EDL leader given 12-week sentence 

In November 2011, EDL leader Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, 
aka “Tommy Robinson", was given a 12-week jail term 
suspended for 12 months for common assault. Lennon was 
sentenced at Preston Magistrates’ Court for attacking Alan 
McKee, 33, at an EDL rally in Blackburn last April. He called 
McKee a “degenerate mug” and proceeded to head-butt 
him. Lennon was ordered to carry out 150 hours of 
community service and pay £200 costs. 


Source: The Guardian, 3 November 20171 


Pipe bomb attack revealed to be racially motivated 

A pipe bomb attack against a Polish family in County 
Antrim last year was revealed to have been racially 
motivated. Grainne Teggart, a SDLP local councillor, 
publicly condemned the attack, claiming it was carried out 
by violent racists who were targeting the Polish family. 


Source: The Guardian, 12 October 2011 


Man receives jail sentence for racist attack 

in Staffordshire 

A man from Staffordshire received an 18-month jail 
sentence for two racially motivated attacks against a 
Turkish takeaway in Goldenhill. In March 2010 Shaun 
Burchell, 27, led a group of thugs who caused significant 
damage and intimidated staff, claiming to be in the mafia 
and demanding protection money. He threw a paving slab 
through the front window and threatened several people 
with a knife. Burchell pleaded guilty to racially aggravated 
common assault, carrying a bladed weapon, and two 
charges of causing racially aggravated damage. 


Source: This Is Staffordshire, 12 October 2011 
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Nigerian mother assaulted 

A police investigation was launched last October into the 
assault of a Nigerian asylum seeker in front of her three 
children. On a plane bound for Italy, six of the eight escorts 
on the flight beat her on the chest and legs, and puts hands 
around her neck, leaving her gasping for air and spitting 
blood. Reliance, the company that manages the government 
contract to escort immigration detainees from the UK, 
declined to comment on the incident, as did the Home Office. 


Source: The Guardian, 3 October 2011 


Teenager from Kilmarnock gets three years in prison 

A 16-year-old who brutally attacked an elderly pensioner 
was sentenced to three years’ detention in October 2011. 
Samuel Cassidy, of Bishopton, Renfrewshire, admitted 
racially aggravated assault to cause severe injury. Witnesses 
said that Cassidy attacked Muhammed Iqbal, a 71-year old 
retired shopkeeper, for over 10 minutes, knocking him to 
the floor and continually stamping on him while he lay 
unconscious and in a pool of blood outside the Ayrshire 
Central Mosque. Iqbal suffered severe facial fractures. 
Cassidy later boasted about the attack in a text message. 


Source: BBC News, 6 October 2011 


Woman racially abused and knocked over by van 

In September last year, a woman from St Albans was 
knocked over by a white van while walking in the street 
before being subjected to racist abuse from the driver. He 
drove away but returned shortly afterwards, shouting 
further racial slurs at the woman and the man she was 
walking with. The woman suffered minor injuries. A man in 
his twenties was arrested by police. 


Source: The Hertfordshire Advertiser, 19 September 2071 


Teenagers viciously assaulted Chinese man in 

unprovoked attack 

In September 2011, two teenagers violently attacked and 
robbed a Chinese man on the streets of Edinburgh city 
centre. In the early hours of the morning, the 34-year-old 
victim was repeatedly punched in the back of the head and 
knocked to the ground. Whilst on the ground, the teenage 
girl hurled racist abuse and used the heel of her shoe to 
stamp on the victim's chest. After punching him several 
more times, the pair then stole his expensive designer 
watch and fled the scene. 


Source: The Scotsman, 13 September 2017 


Liverpool woman beaten with stick in racist attack 

Adele Samson, a 37-year-old mum of four from Toxteth 
in Liverpool, was attacked by a racist thug armed with a 
stick after her grandfather's funeral in September last year. 
Whilst waiting for a taxi, her assailant asked her to come to 


his house for a drink. When she refused the stranger 
launched into a tirade of racist abuse and beat her with a 
wooden stick, before a passing taxi driver chased him away. 
Adele was seriously injured and was taken to the Royal 
Liverpool Hospital for a skull X-ray. 


Source: Liverpool Echo, 12 September 2011 


Hemlington parents attacked by gang 

In September 2011, a mother and father from Hemlington 
in Middlesborough were set upon by a gang of racist youths 
after they refused to return their five-year old son's ball. One 
of the drunken teenagers was seen holding a piece of wood 
when he was kicking and punching Stephen Mazfari, while 
his wife Maria was seen on the ground being punched by a 
female member of the group. Ringleader Daniel Brown, 18, 
was given a nine-month prison sentence suspended for two 
years and 80 hours of community service. 


Source: Gazette Live, 12 September 2011 


Algerian man in unprovoked racial attack 

An Algerian man was left with serious facial injuries after 
an unprovoked attack by a gang of youths in Edinburgh 
last year. One of the group of 15 teenagers asked the 40- 
year old man for the time while he was waiting for a bus, 
but was then jumped upon by a number of the others, who 
hurled racist abuse during the assault. He was repeatedly 
punched, suffering a broken nose and a damaged shoulder. 
The man had lived in Edinburgh for 12 years and was left 
severely shaken by the attack. 


Source: Edinburgh Evening News, 29 August 2071 


Croydon police officer involved in racist assault 

A police officer who repeatedly kicked an illegal immigrant 
in the head has been jailed for 18 months. PC Edward Prince 
booted Nyrone Games from Trinidad as he was pinned to the 
ground face down in August 2011. Eyewitnesses described 
seeing blood spattered across Games's face and on the 
ground beneath his head, although Prince denied 
deliberately kicking him, claiming he was merely following 
orders to restrain the man. A Southwark Crown Court jury 
rejected his claim, however, and convicted Prince of assault 
occasioning actual bodily harm. Judge Jeffrey Pegden added: 
“You also hit the prone man with your radio, which was in 
your hand. You caused him cuts and grazes to his face and a 
swollen and blackened left eye." 


Source: Croydon Today, 1 September 20171 


Racist teenage murderers receive life 

Two of the three youths who brutally murdered an Indian 
man visiting family in the UK received life sentences early 
last year. Nachhatar Singh Bola, 36, a father of three, was 
attacked by the gang who were heavily intoxicated with 
alcohol and drugs. He was knocked to the ground and 


repeatedly kicked in the head, dying five weeks later in 
hospital. Dillon Cherrie and Dean Logan, both 16, and 
Stewart Patterson, 20, all admitted to murdering Mr Bola in 
Renfrew near Glasgow in 2010 and were sentenced to life 
imprisonment. The viciousness of the murder even led to 
Patterson's own lawyer suggesting that a life sentence may 
be appropriate. 


Source: The Scotsman, 19 January 2071 


Racist from Islington imprisoned after knife attack 

An Islington man who attacked a 15-year-old Asian boy 
with a knife was sentenced to eight years in prison in June 
last year. Jerry Monerville, 47, beat the teenager to the 
ground in a racially motivated assault, before slashing his 
face twice with a knife, slicing open his cheek. Shane Doyle 
and an accomplice ambushed the teenager in a park in 
Bethnal Green in November 2010, shouting racist insults as 
they attacked. Both men pleaded guilty to robbery and 
causing grievous bodily harm. 


Source: Islington Gazette, 9 June 2011 


Woman jailed for race 

abuse of black PC 

A woman who shouted 
racist abuse and spat at a 
black police office has been 
jailed for two months. Susan 
Phillips, 33, from Hebburn 
started shouting at PC Charlie 
Peace when he and other 
officers were in her street for 
an unrelated matter. Peace 
who knew her from a 
previous court case told her 
to leave. He pushed her away and she shouted at hm again 
and called him racist names. She was jailed for two months. 


Susan Phillips, jailed for racially abusing 
a black police officer 


Source: The Shields Gazette, 16 February 2012 


Woman imprisoned for knife attack 

A woman from Lanarkshire was jailed earlier this year for 
stabbing a Polish man and woman during a party, 
admitting that the attack was racially motivated. Heather 
Pearce, 26, was charged with attempted murder but 
pleaded to the lesser charge of assault to the danger of life. 
She was sentenced to four years in prison. 


Source: BBC News, 20 January 2072 


Iranian man assaulted in racially motivated attack 

In January, an Iranian immigrant had his nose shattered 
and cheekbone broken in a racist attack in Bradford. Ismaily 
Rehman Pur, 26, was viciously attacked by a gang of ten 
people while at a district pub in Greengates with his 
girlfriend. He had to stay overnight at Bradford Royal 
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Infirmary, while they checked for a bleed on his brain after 
he lost his memory. 


Source: Telegraph and Argus, 16 January 2072 


Racist murderer given 11 years 

In January this year, a man from Newry who kicked a Polish 
man to death in a racially motivated attack was told he must 
serve at least 11 years in prison. Adrian Cunningham pleaded 
guilty to the murder of 40-year old Marek Muszynski in July 
2009, whom he brutally beat to death in an alley way by 
kicking him in the head and continually stamping on his 
throat. Cunningham also admitted to racially taunting Mr 
Muszynski during the unprovoked attack. 


Source: BBC News, 6 January 2072 


Arson attack on Sussex mosque 

Three men were all sentenced to 
three years at a young offenders’ 
institution for an arson attack on a 
newly renovated mosque in West 
Sussex. James Everley of Crawley, 
James Smith of Burgess Hill and 
Joshua Morris of Haywards Heath, 
all aged 20, pleaded guilty at Hove 
Crown Court to arson, theft of paraffin and a public order 
offence involving racially or religiously aggravated fear of 
violence. The mosque was occupied at the time the fire was 
started on 13 February 2011. 


to three years for an arson 
attack on a mosque 


Source: BBC News, 5 January 20712 


Two Mauritian men attacked in racial assault 

In November last year, a gang of seven men racially 
abused and attacked two men from Mauritius as they 
walked home from a pub in Gossops Green, West Sussex. 
One of the victims was left with a fractured eye socket and 
leg. DC Rebecca Wilde said: “This was an appalling assault 
resulting in one of the victims receiving a serious eye injury". 


Source: This is Sussex, 24 December 2011 


Violent racist from Middlewich jailed 

A 20-year old man from Middlewich was jailed in May 
2011 for viciously attacking and seriously injuring a passing 
man in the street. James Fowles appeared at Chester 
Crown Court and pleaded guilty to racially aggravated 
assault against Michael Potts. Fowles punched Potts to the 
ground, screaming “| hate you Gypsy bastard", before 
proceeding to kick him in the head, leaving a pool of blood 
in the road. Potts was taken to Leighton Hospital with 
multiple injuries to his head, neck and body, including two 
black eyes and a three inch cut to his head. Fowles, who 
was on bail at the time for other assault charges, was 
sentenced to three years in detention for his crime. 


Source: Middlewich Guardian, 18 May 2011 
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Racist attacker spared a prison sentence 

A drunken teenage girl from Blackpool who viciously 
attacked an Asian girl in the street was spared a prison 
sentence at her court hearing in October 2011. Gemma 
Taylor, 19, was charged with racially aggravated assault 
occasioning actual bodily harm for assaulting the16-year- 
old in May and knocking out her two front teeth. While 
she pleaded guilty to her charge, Mr Justice MacDuff was 
moved by Taylor's poetry and decided to give her a chance, 
sentencing her to only three months’ youth custody and a 
12-month supervision order. 


Source: The Sun, 7 October 2011 


Child injured in racist attack in Belfast 

An 8-year old child was hurt in a racially motivated attack 
in Dundonald, East Belfast in January. Promise Awoyelu 
was struck on the head by a brick while she was asleep in 
the early hours of the morning and had to be treated for 
injuries at hospital. Luckily, her injuries are not thought to 
be life threatening. Police told the family, who have been 
living in Northern Ireland for over seven years, that the 
attack was racially motivated and are helping them to 
relocate to avoid further violence and intimidation. 


Source: BBC News, 27 January 2012 


Racist mob who terrorised 

café workers jailed 

Eleven members of a 
drunken racist mob who 
terrorised two Turkish café 
workers in Carlisle were jailed 
for a total of nearly 15 years 
for their threatening racist 
behaviour, which Judge Paul 
Batty QC at Carlisle Crown 
Court described as “feral” and 
“disgraceful”. One of the 
longest sentences, 18 months, 
was imposed on Andrew Ryan, a 
33-year-old former solder, who played a leading role in the 
abuse. The group targeted the Manhattan Café at the end 
of a drinking session last May when they celebrated Ryan's 
release from jail where he had served a 70-day term for 
burning a copy of the Qur'an stolen from Carlisle Library. 


Andrew Ryan, jailed for 18 months 
for terrorising Turkish café workers 


Source: The Cumberland News, 10 February 2072 


The Institute of Race Relations monitors 
racial violence in the UK and is currently 
undertaking research on New Geographies 
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of Racism. To be kept up to date on cases 
and trends subscribe to IRR News at: 
https://www.irr.org.uk/cgi-bin/news/subscribe.pl. 


Blood and Honour challenged 


by new nazi alliance 


By Alexander Gray 


A NEW SOCIAL NETWORKING website 
for nazis launched on 28 November last 
year is yet another blow to Blood and 
Honour, which has lost its monopoly on 
White Power gigs in England. “Pirates”, 
run by Avalon's lead singer Graham 
“Grumpy” Thompson and his 
promotion network the Pirate (formerly 
Pirate 28), had around 30 registered 
members by the end of January. 

Like gigs organised by the Pirate, the 
new website is widely supported by the 
Volksfront UK. The VFUK is currently 
promoting a “child friendly family event” 
on 5 May called “European Althing 
2012", and the organisers apparently 
see Pirates — where the leading members 
of the VFUK are registered — as the best 
place to advertise it. They promise 
camping, live music, food and drinks, 
football, tug of war and sumbel — 
ritual drinking ceremony. 


However, Pirates has an even stronger 
backing represented the Racial 
Volunteer Force, a violent nazi 
organisation formed in 2002 by Mark 
“Atki" Atkinson, who left Combat 18 
when it stagnated but retained links to 
it. In September 1997, while still in C18, 
Atkinson was jailed for 21 months for 
publishing and possessing hundreds of 
copies of the C18 magazine Stormer. 


By a twist of fate, it was partly this 
magazine again that put Atkinson in jail 
in 2005 for a five-year term after he 
resumed its publication on behalf of the 
RVF. Four other RVF members — Nigel 
Piggins, Jonathon Hill, Steven Bostock, 
and Michael Denis — were given lighter 
sentences. They had published three 
editions of Stormer (2002-2003) that 
featured, in particular, racist abuse about 
the murdered teenager Stephen 
Lawrence and instructions how to make 
nail-bombs under the title “David 
Copeland special”. 


Some of them variously pleaded guilty 
to operating the RVF website, which 
was Closed down, and distributing 
Skrewdriver DVDs. Shortly before 
Atkinson's early release in 2008, the RVF 
set up a new website and revitalised its 
activities. In 2010, it issued a “unity 
call” that was endorsed by the VFUK, 
National Front, B&H and the 
paramilitary group British Freedom 
Fighters. The BFF's leader, Michael 
“Wigan Mike" Heaton, who is also 
connected with the Aryan Strike Force, 
was at the time on remand for posting 
violent racist messages on the internet 
(he was later jailed for 30 months). 
Avalon played at the RVF's Camaraderie 
Concert on 29 May and celebrated the 
RVF's “unity call”. 


Graham Thompson of Avalon, who runs the Pirates 
social networking site 

The year 2011 was much more 
turbulent for the RVF and Avalon. One 
important development was a new RVF 
website registered by none other than 
Kevin Bryan. Although Lancashire-based 
Bryan had a 23-year history in the British 
National Party, including acting as its 
Rossendale and Darwen organiser, he 
left for the NF in 2010 and ran as its 
candidate in Rossendale and Darwen in 
the 2010 local elections. He obtained 
1,062 votes (2.3%) and this was 
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presumably considered a roaring success 
by the party, because he was elected 
deputy chairman of the NF at its July 
Directorate meeting. Naturally, Bryan's 
and hence the NF's support encouraged 
the RVF. 


During this period, Pirate 28 enhanced 
its activities as a promotion network and 
cautiously started to challenge B&H. 
One instance was staging the lan Stuart 
Donaldson Celebration Day gig in Kent 
on 13 August. 


All these developments made B&H 
panic: the alliance of the music 
promotion network (Pirate 28) and the 
violent nazi group (RVF) covertly 
supported by the leadership of the NF 
painfully reminded B&H of the 1990s. 
Predictably and perhaps for good 
reason, the B&H leadership accused the 
RVF of attempting to re-form Combat 
18 and banned Atkinson from the B&H 
Council. The RVF placed a temporary 
ban on its members attending B&H gigs 
as a riposte, while Pirate 28 dropped the 
number 28, which stood for BH, from its 
name. 


In addition to the VFUK's European 
Althing 2012 event, Avalon will play at 
the RVF's “unity” gig on 10 March, and 
on 7 April at a Pirate gig in Thompson's 
home county of Kent. On 11 and 12 
August Avalon will perform at the ISD 
Celebration Day gig. 


The launch of the Pirates website is 
certain to attract more nazi followers to 
the cause propagated by the VFUK and 
RVF. This year, the RVF will celebrate its 
tenth anniversary of activity, and 2012 
may turn disastrous for B&H. 
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Beyond Fair: The Decline of the Established 
Anti-Immigrant Organisations and the Rise 


of Tea Party Nativism 


By Devin Burghart and Leonard Zeskind 


IF ONE IS NOT CAREFUL, reading the executive summary of this 
well researched new report might sound like good news. What 
its authors dub America's traditional “Nativist Establishment", 
which includes the Federation for American Immigration 
Reform (FAIR) and a variety of Minutemen organisations, is 
now in decline. There is some solid statistical data to back up 
such claims too. Indeed, membership of FAIR — which has been 
declared a “hate group" by the Southern Poverty Law Centre 
— fell between 2007 and 2011 by nearly 60%, while the 
nuanced financial datasets developed by Devin Burghart and 
Leonard Zeskind reveal a sharp drop in funding, and support, 
for the established groups that have more traditionally 
developed the nativist, anti-immigrant agenda in America. 

However, this well evidenced trend needs to be set alongside 
the counterpoint development that forms the core of the 
warning set out by this new research: while an older set of 
institutions that contest liberal attitudes towards migration 
wane, the tradition is being reinvented by the continued 
growth of the Tea Party movement. Indeed, this report — free 
to download on the Institute for Research and Education on 
Human Rights’ website — builds on the authors’ key 2010 
investigation on the growth of the Tea Party movement, Tea 
Party Nationalism — which is also available free via the IREHR 
website. In Beyond Fair we see the authors build on their 
earlier analysis by assessing the ongoing impact of the Tea 
Party groups, as set against a wider context of a shifting anti- 
immigration politics. While one set of institutions is on the 
decline, another more potent force rises to supersede them. 

Indeed, boosted by funding streams that are still “trending 
upwards", the discussion shows us why the newer Tea Parties 
are ideal organisations to develop a politics around populist 
nativism. Anti-immigration themes have been at the core of 
the movement since its inception, the authors stress. 
Crystalising the antagonism, Burghart and Zeskind highlight 
that, when asked if migrants “are too powerful", 54% of the 
hard core of Tea Party followers agreed. Moreover, over two 
thirds of this core group also believe that immigrants have 
failed to adopt an American way of life (p17). 

While the report's analysis confirms that the Tea Parties have 
“propelled the anti-immigrant movement as a whole forward 
into the 21st century” (p11), strikingly it documents instances 
of crossover membership too. The narrative developed here is 
sensitive to nuances, and reveals the synergy between 
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Reviewed by Paul Jackson 


seasoned nativist campaigners 
and the new Tea Parties. 
Indeed, the emergence of Tea 
Parties has often given savvy 
leaders the opportunity to 
reinvent themselves. Jim 
Gilchrist of the Minutemen 
Project of California, now a 
member of the 1776 Tea Party 
faction, is highlighted as a clear 
instance of this trend. 


Often, this sort of politics 
can be couched in 
Islamophobia too. So it is 
interesting to learn of another 
example of the “Minuteman 
turned Tea Partier" phenomenon, Tim Donnelly, declaring as 
follows regarding the threat posed by Californian state 
legislation that would aid migrants: 

“The facts are incontrovertible that allowing an illegal 
invasion of the United States will destroy the American 
Southwest, and very probably wipe out the freedoms 
we American Christians enjoy, as Muslim Extremists 
blend in with the so-called ‘innocent’ illegal aliens, and 
eventually proselytize them” (p26). 


Moreover, the report highlights how figures such as Donnelly 
have regularly targeted state and national legislation that 
would support migrant worker and student rights. 

The report itself stretches to 30 pages of in-depth analysis, 
which is combined with two appendices, detailing firstly 
nativist leaders who now are involved with Tea Party 
campaigns; and secondly the diminishing financial fortunes of 
the older “Nativist Establishment". What will become of these 
movements in the longer term remains an open question, but 
no doubt Burghart and Zeskind will develop further research 
here. In sum, Beyond Fair: The Decline of the Established Anti- 
Immigrant Organisations and the Rise of Tea Party Nativism 
will be valuable to anyone interested in the shifting sands of 
US radical and far-right politics today. Moreover, for those new 
to their contributions, Burghart and Zeskind's new report builds 
on a wider body of significant research conducted by the 
Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights into 
America's contemporary radical and far right. 


BEYOND FAIR 


ANTI-IMMIGRANT ORGANIZATIONS 


FINLAND 


Right-wing nationalist flops 
in presidential election 


By Laurence Elliott 


THE LEADER OF THE TRUE 
FINNS party, the 
eurosceptic and anti- 
immigration populists who 
came third with 19.1% in 
last year's parliamentary 
election, was humiliatingly 
pushed out of the 
presidential race last 
month. Timo Soini polled a 
mere 9.4% of the vote in 
the first round on 22 
January, coming fourth. 

The relatively successful 
rise of right-wing populism 
across most of Europe and 
the True Finns’ continually 
strong polling led to many 
optimistic predictions, and 
yet the charismatic Soini 
could not convert this 
support into votes. 

So why did he fail to 
match his party's previous 
electoral performance? 
With the True Finns’ 
unprecedented surge into 
the Eduskunta (the Finnish 
parliament) still fresh in the 
minds of the electorate, 
even the most sanguine of 
pundits would not have 
anticipated such a dismal 
defeat this year. 

Although Soini was the 
most strident and 
vociferous critic of the EU — 
a strategy that gave his 
party a campaigning 
platform and successfully 
elevated it out of political 
obscurity — eurosceptic 


voters simply had too much 
choice. The anti-Europe 
vote was eventually split 
between Soini and former 
Foreign Minister Paavo 
Vayrynen of the Centre 
Party, who managed to win 
17.5% but was also 
knocked out in the first 
round, Vayrynen ultimately 
eroded Soini's support by 
also arguing for Finland's 
exit from the euro. 
“Vayrynen has destroyed 
Soini's political future", said 
Timo Tyrvaeinen, a leading 
Finnish economist. “His 
anti-euro campaign has 
managed to disarm Soini 
completely." 

Soini’s spectacular success 
in the 2011 parliamentary 
election may have also 
been his undoing in the 
presidential race, as it 
mobilised voters of rival 
parties, such as the Green 
League, who were 
concerned about his 
nationalist and xenophobic 
views. “People may be 
voting for Vayrynen and 
Haavisto [Green League] to 
ensure Soini won't make it 
to the second round,” said 
Tyrvaeinen. 

Much like for the UK 
Independence Party or 
even the British National 
Party, it is also likely that 
protest voters were the 
main source of Soini's 
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Timo Soini, who halved his party's 2011 result 


support in January. 
Unconvinced of Soini's 
ability to lead but 
nevertheless disillusioned 
with existing political elites, 
many voters may have 
simply wanted an 
appropriate outlet to 
express their grievance with 
the EU and with the 
European economy more 
generally. The first round 
results, however, show that 
these voters were in a 
minority, as the second 
round run-off on 5 
February was a race 
between two pro-EU 
candidates that was won by 
Sauli Niinist6 of the 
conservative National 
Coalition Party. The Finnish 
electorate clearly showed 
that they were more 
receptive to the promise of 
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a strong economy, which 
suffered badly in the 2009 
recession, than a bailout- 
bashing agenda and 
nationalist rhetoric. 

Soini, who advocates a 
Greek default on its debt 
and the reintroduction of 
the Finnish markka as part 
of a full-scale exit from the 
euro, claims he is not 
disappointed at not 
reaching the second round, 
calling on his supporters to 
keep faith. While it is true 
that the True Finns still 
have a strong supporter 
base, recent polling 
suggests that anti-Soini 
sentiment is also running 
high, meaning they will 
have their work cut out in 
the coming years as they 
try to recover from this 
month's disastrous result. 
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CZECH REPUBLIC 


Roma face discrimination and violence 


VIOLENCE AGAINST ROMA PEOPLE continues, especially 
in Eastern Europe, and few of the perpetrators are 
prosecuted. A recent European Union survey on minorities 
and discrimination highlighted that one in five Roma 
people were victims of racially motivated personal crime at 
least once in the previous 12 months and 81% of Roma 
who said they were victims of assault, threat or serious 
harassment considered that their victimisation was racially 
motivated. 

The problem is particularly serious in the Czech Republic 
according to Ladislav Balaz, a Czech Romany human rights 
leader who was forced to seek asylum in Britain when he 
and his family received death threats. While in the UK he 
started the Europe-Roma organisation and worked for 
Roma refugees here, but returned to his homeland in 2008 
after Nazis attacked his brother-in-law Jaroslav Horvath. 

Horvath was beaten with a wheel brace and put into a 
coma when 12 Nazis driving three cars stopped across the 
road and attacked him on 8 November 2008. 

Speaking at a Holocaust Memorial Day meeting in 
Walthamstow, north London, on 29 January Balaz said 
that Nazis can virtually do what they want in the Czech 
Republic and the Government was trying to close down all 
the organisations that support and represent Roma people. 

Balaz is now back living in the UK, but after he returned 
to the Czech Republic in 2008 he had to live underground 
for two years to hide from Nazis who tried to kill him. Five 
months after the attack on Horvath came the firebombing 
of a Roma family in Vitkov, northern Moravia, in which a 
two-year-old girl was severely injured and her parents 
were hospitalised for a long time. Since the arson, the 
daughter, Natalka Sivakova, has undergone multiple 
surgical procedures for burns on 80% of her body. Doctors 
are concerned the long periods under general anaesthetic 
have caused brain damage. 

Balaz represented the family in court and found evidence 
that helped secure the convictions of four Nazis who, 
exceptionally for the Czech Republic, received heavy 
sentences of 20 to 22 years each in October 2010. David 
Vaculik, Ivo Miller, Vaclav Cojocar and Jaromir Lukes were 
also ordered to pay a total of CZK17 million (£570,000) in 
damages, which because of the men's prison sentences, is 
unlikely to be enforceable. 

President Vaclav Klaus attracted condemnation when he 
called the sentences “unexpectedly harsh”. The verdict 
was significant because the court found the perpetrators to 
have been racially motivated, but some in the NGO sector 
said it could not be interpreted as a general move toward 
wider acceptance of Roma in Czech society. 
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“It is very clear that this is the first case in which Roma 
victims have engendered broad public sympathy, but that 
is because the primary victim was an infant,” said Gwendolyn 
Albert, a Roma rights activist, after the verdict. “People 
can be repulsed by violence committed against a particular 
infant and still retain their general prejudices nonetheless.” 

Romani activists are particularly singled out. On 8 
January this year the front door to an apartment building 
in Pilsen where the Romani activist lvan Koky lives was 
spray-painted with a red swastika. Koky is convinced the 
incident is related to his activities for the “Amare chave" 
organisation, which he founded two years ago. The 
organisation aims to support the social integration of 
Romani people and organises sports activities for children, 
among other events. 

“| have been receiving email threats for six months,” he 
said. Koky has handed the emails, which included racist 
slurs and threats, to the police. In the messages, the author 
even threatens to “cut off the heads of Gypsies”. 

“I filed criminal charges with the police and it ended 
there. The police have not contacted me since. Now | have 
a swastika on my door,” Koky said. A police spokesperson 
said they were investigating. 

Also in January, three young men confessed to their 
involvement in the murder of a Romani woman in the 
Jarov district of Prague. Reports say the woman was 
kicked and punched in the head before being stabbed with 
a knife. One of the men has been remanded into custody 
on the charge of committing murder and faces, if 
convicted, a prison sentence of between 15 and 20 years, 
or life. The other two have been charged with attempted 
grievous bodily harm and rioting, and would face a prison 
sentence of up to ten years if convicted. According to local 
residents, the men are right-wing extremist sympathisers 
who have regularly attacked homeless people and local 
residents in the past. 

In Varnsdorf, a small town about half a kilometre from 
the German border, 200 people demonstrated in January 
against the presence of Roma in the town. Roma comprise 
about 500 of the town's 16,000 residents. 

The demonstration was called in the name of “law and 
order" to protest against alleged Roma criminality and 
aggression, triggered by a new year attack allegedly 
perpetrated by a group of Roma against a non-Roma 
family, as well as by a recent speech by the Vice-Mayor 
that addressed the criminality of some of the anti-Roma 
demonstrators themselves. Some of the demonstrators 
carried the flag of the ultra-right Workers’ Social Justice 
Party (DSSS). 


Czech Nazis associated with the attacks on Jaroslav Horvath and Natalka Sivakova 


A report by the Czech Press Agency said that a 22-year- 
old woman and two young men verbally assaulted three 
Roma following the demonstration. All three were arrested 
and one of the men has been jailed. According to the police 
spokesperson, one of the men had patches resembling 
Nazi symbols on his clothes. The incident is being 
investigated with a view to bringing race hate charges. 

Varnsdorf was the scene of far-right demonstrations 
every weekend for a period last autumn attended by 
dozens of skinheads, focussing on hostels for people who 
cannot afford to rent flats, many of whom are Roma. 
Many are scared to leave their building because of anti- 
Roma hostility. 

Many lawyers refuse to represent Roma people 
because they face loss of their licence to practise. One 
such was the well known advocate and author Klara 
Samkova, who acted for five Roma falsely accused of 
attacking non-Roma people. Balaz says incidents such as 
this show that despite its EU membership the Czech 
Republic is not a democratic country. 


“Pe 
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Far-right terror plot foiled by arrests 


By Alfio Bernabei 


FIVE MEMBERS of a nazifascist organisation called Militia have 
been arrested in Rome after a year-long surveillance operation 
codenamed “Lama” (blade), mounted by the local anti-terrorist 
police acting alongside public prosecutors in the capital. 

The five are accused of planning racially motivated attacks, 
which included the use of explosives. Eleven other Militia 
members remain under investigation, all accused of belonging 
to a criminal association bent on fomenting racial hatred 
through violent means. According to police documents the plan 
amounted to setting up “the basis for a revolutionary war”. 

Evidence was gathered through close monitoring of the 
group's activities in various locations, including a gym and a 
discothéque. Part of the content of telephone intercepts has 
been made public. It makes chilling reading. There are hints 
at the physical elimination of individuals. Among the 
intended targets were the Mayor of Rome, Gianni Alemanno, 
the President of the Jewish community in the capital, 
Riccardo Pacifici, the speaker of the Lower House, Gianfranco 
Fini, as well as the Jewish community as a whole and 
Romanian immigrants. 

The fact that Alemanno, himself a former member of a 
fascist organisation who still wears a Celtic cross, and Fini, the 
former Secretary of the fascist MSI, were considered among 
the organisation's chief enemies helps to explain the extreme 
nature of the ideology of those arrested. 

Militia has been often confused with Militia Christi (Christ's 
militia), another outfit based in Rome whose strident militancy 
imbued with Catholic fundamentalism has been linked with 
fascist thinking. Not without reason. To give but one 
example, Andrea Insabato, the terrorist who threw a bomb at 
the leftwing daily // Manifesto back in 2000, was a “friend” 
of both the fascist Forza Nuova party and Militia Christi. 

Militia itself, however, is a relative newcomer in the 
nazifascist arena. It first made headlines in about 2008 when 
it launched a campaign with huge banners and graffiti that 
appeared overnight in strategic points of the capital glorifying 
nazifascism and vowing “death to the partigiani", by which it 
probably meant all antifascists. It used the same method 
when it wrote “Alemanno-Pacifici”, implying that the Mayor 
had betrayed fascism by agreeing to meet the leader of the 
Jewish community. Militia was later behind an antisemitic 
campaign with paint thrown at symbols of the Holocaust, a 
“lie according to one of its banners. 

It was probably the nature of the paramilitary planning of 
such actions that prompted the anti-terrorist police to 
investigate further the thinking of the group that seems partly 


32 | Searchlight | February-March 2012 


inspired by the nazi philosopher Julius Evola. The telephone 
intercepts referring to killings and bombings led to the 
decision to raid the homes of some of its members. Various 
types of weapons were found as well as nazifascist literature. 
The title of Militia's bimonthly publication was Insurrection. 
The five arrested are aged between 26 and 54. The group's 
leaders appear to be Maurizio Boccacci and Stefano 
Schiavulli. It was they who were heard saying “we want them 
[the Jewish community] to think that we [Militia] are all 
mad". A variety of similar threats make it clear that it was 
their intention to terrorise people and promote “racial and 


ethnic hatred”. The gym, named after Primo Carnera, the 
boxing champion, was used as a “conference centre" and 
recruiting place. 

Coming in the wake of the killing of two immigrants in 
Florence last December by a racist linked to the fascist outfit 
Casa Pound, an act that reverberated around the world, the 
arrests of Militia members, though based on specific charges, 
can be seen as a general warning by the Italian authorities 
worried at the escalation of racially motivated violence with 
the use of guns. The current government is acutely aware of 
being under the international spotlight and kept under close 
scrutiny about internal matters dealing with law and order 
and stability as a whole. 

The severity of the accusations against Militia, which speak 
of nazifascists threatening to act as “revolutionaries”, brings 
back memories of the “years of lead" when fascists indeed 
attempted to destabilise the country through terrorist acts. 


That spectre is still at large. 

Perhaps someone somewhere will soon realise that allowing 
organisations such as Forza Nuova to speak of the need to 
recruit “national volunteers” and Casa Pound to increase the 
number of what it calls “third millennium fascists” is no less 
dangerous, whether militarily or symbolically, than what the 


aptly named Militia had in mind. Last month the house of 
Gianluca lannone, the leader of Casa Pound, was raided by 
police as part of an investigation of a gun-related crime. 

In spite of his problems with the police lannone has 
announced that for the first time Casa Pound will take part in 
the 2013 municipal elections in Rome. 


Uman'’ rally against ‘Jewish occupation’ 


By Vyacheslav Likhachev, editor of the Anti-Semitism and Xenophobia in Ukraine monthly bulletin 


A RALLY WAS HELD IN UMAN', Cherkasy region, on 16 
January against Hasidim and Jewish pilgrims who visit the 
city. The organisers of the event described the activity of 
Jewish organisations an “occupation” .The five arrested are 
aged between 26 and 54. The group's leaders appear to be 
Maurizio Boccacci and Stefano Schiavulli. It was they who 
were heard saying “we want them [the Jewish community] to 
think that we [Militia] are all mad”. A variety of similar 
threats make it clear that it was their intention to terrorise 
people and promote “racial and ethnic hatred". The gym, 
named after Primo Carnera, the boxing champion, was used 
as a “conference centre" and recruiting place. 

This rally was a response to the decision of the Cherkasy 
Region Economic Court of 22 December 2011 on the lawsuit 
filed by the public prosecution office against the Municipal 
Council of Uman' and the Megommetr plant. The aim of the 
lawsuit was to declare illegal the 2007 privatisation by means 
of a buyout of almost six hectares of land by the public 
corporation “Uman' plant Megommetr". 

The transaction was contested on the grounds that the land 
was on the territory of the archaeological cultural property 
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Rally against “Jewish occupation” of Uman’ 


site “Territory of a Late Middle Ages City (Uman' Citadel and 
Nearby Suburb)” and contained historic monuments. This tract 
of land is located directly next to the grave of Hasid Tsaddik 
Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav, a destination for the annual 
pilgrimage of tens of thousands of Orthodox Jews — Hasids. 
For many years, the plant has let buildings to the organisers 
of the pilgrimage, raising the price each year, until the Hasidim 
stopped working with the plant's administration in 2011. 

From summer 2011, the nominal owners — Vladimir 
Kryzhanovsky, the chairman of the Supervisory Board of the 
Megommetr plant, and his wife — supported a group of 
activists of the anti-pilgrimage and anti-Hasidim movement. 
This group has undertaken a series of provocations directed 
against the local Jewish community and the pilgrims. 

After losing the court battle on the legality of their 
privatisation of the land, the owners of the plant organised a 
rally “against corruption and occupation" with the aid of 
activists from anti-Hasidim and radical-right groups. The 
formal organisers of the rally were the Uman' Division of the 
Committee of Voters of Ukraine and the Council of Uman' 
Community-Based Organisations, together with the Uman' 
City and Cherkasy region divisions of the All-Ukrainian Union 
“Freedom” and the Sokol youth organisation. About 300- 
400 people took part in the rally. One of its organisers, Viadimir 
Goncharuk, is currently on remand on charges in connection 
with the September anti-Hasidim disturbances in Uman'. 

The rally can be seen as a gesture of despair by the owners 
of the plant and an attempt to put pressure on the local 
authorities. Typically, the decision of the court, which restored 
legality and revoked the purchase of a preserved plot of land, 
was presented at the rally as “actions of a corrupted 
government” and the result of “the Jewish occupation”. 

Attempts to solve financial and business problems through 
mobilising the community with xenophobic slogans deserve 
serious attention. The consequences of a possible 
continuation of a conscious and systematic antisemitic 
campaign in Uman’ may be quite severe. 
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Far-right politician dies 
By Laurence Elliott 


ISTVAN CSURKA, THE HUNGARIAN 
far-right politician and dramatist who 
was infamous for his antisemitic 
views, died on 4 February aged 77. 
According to the New York Times, 
Csurka's family announced the death 
but gave no cause, although he had 
been hospitalised for several weeks 
with an unknown illness. 

Known for his hypernationalistic 
politics and brazen defence of 
neo-Nazis Csurka was the leader of 
the Hungarian Justice and Life Party, 
the first far-right party to enter 
Parliament since the Second World War. Following a crippling defeat in the 
2006 elections, however, his party fell off the mainstream political radar and into 
relative obscurity. Often compared to his equally xenophobic friend and political 
ally in France, Jean-Marie Le Pen, Csurka nevertheless continued to write 
malicious antisemitic and anti-Gypsy articles. 

Born in Budapest in 1934, Csurka was also a keen playwright, authoring over 
20 plays as well as numerous essays and short stories. During the 1970s, he 
had five plays running to full houses in Budapest, often attracting international 
critical acclaim. He often wrote disparagingly of what he saw as the dilution of 
Hungarian genes, drawing frequently on traditional National Socialist rhetoric, 
such as the need for more “living space” and the description of Jews and 
Gypsies as “dwarfish minorities”. 

He first rose to prominence as an outspoken critic and satirist of the communist 
regime, particularly the former dictator Janos Kadar, for which he was often 
reprimanded. He led a college militia during the 1956 anti-Soviet uprising and 
consequently spent six months in an internment camp, during which he was 
recruited (somewhat reluctantly, he later claimed) as an informant for Hungary's 
secret police. 

Following the fall of the Soviet regime, Csurka became a founding member 
of the Hungarian Democratic Forum, a conservative political party that led the 
country's first post-communist government between 1990 and 1994. After 
Csurka had served as deputy president of the party for several years, Prime 
Minister Jozsef Antall became concerned by the negative attention Csurka's 
controversial views were attracting, and dismissed him. 

In October 1994, Csurka helped found the Hungarian Justice and Life Party, 
which won a sufficient number of seats to enter Parliament for the 1998-2002 
term, and would become notorious as one of the most xenophobic political 
parties in Europe. Gaspar Miklos Tamas, for example, a political philosopher 
and former Parliamentarian, said of the Justice and Life Party that it was not 
Nazi or fascist, “although, of course, it is racist, chauvinist, antisemitic, 
xenophobic, anti-democratic, anti-republican and anti-constitution”. 

Whilst Csurka continued to write after the demise of his party in 2006, his 
literary legacy will no doubt remain overshadowed by his strident promotion 
of nationalistic and bigoted politics for years to come. 
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Istvan Csurka 


INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE 
MEMORIAL TRUST 


ANNUAL LEN CROME 
MEMORIAL LECTURE 


Saturday 3 March 2012, 2:30-4pm 


Imperial War Museum, Lambeth 
Road, London SE1 6HZ 


“The Spanish Civil War in the 
21st Century: From Guernica 
to Human Rights” 


by Peter N Carroll 


The lecture will be chaired by Paul 
Preston and will be followed by a 
question-and-answer session. 


Peter N Carroll is the author and 
editor of 17 books, including Facing 
Fascism: New York and the Spanish 
Civil War (2007), The Odyssey of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade: Americans 
in the Spanish Civil War (1994) and 
the memoir Keeping Time (2011). 
He is Chair Emeritus of the Board of 
Governors of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade Archives, editor of The 
Volunteer and teaches history at 
Stanford University, specialising in 
American film. 


The programme for the morning 
session (11:30am-1pm) is: 


“With the Lincoln Brigade in Spain”: 
a recently discovered 18-minute film 
by Henri Cartier-Bresson (including 
footage of British volunteers). 


“The International Brigaders Among 
Us": British premiére of a 26-minute 
film in English and Catalan (subtitled) 
made for Catalan-based historical 
memory group No Jubilem la Memoria 
about the Brigaders stationed in the 
Priorat region of Catalonia before 

the Battle of the Ebro. It includes 
previously unpublished footage from 
1938 as well as more recent interviews 
with, among others, Scottish Brigader 
Steve Fullarton. 


The second film will be introduced by 
Angela Jackson, who will also present 
her new biography of International 
Brigade nurse Patience Darton 
(Edney), ‘For us it was Heaven’: 

The Passion, Grief and Fortitude of 
Patience Darton from the Spanish 
Civil War to Mao's China. 


Contact: 
secretary @international-brigades.org.uk 


www.international-brigades.org.uk 
Free entry - all welcome 
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